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Who is the most influential female in your life? 
 
If you’re a parent of both genders, what differences have 
you noticed between the two? 
 
What is your response to the quote from a radio talk 
show host about “Women’s History Month”?  “We 
already have, ladies and gentlemen, I don’t know, how 
many museums for women all over the 
country?...They are called malls.” 
 
Is there a difference between the way a male or female 
feels about and responds to this statement? Would you 
feel differently if a comedian said this? 
 
When looking for value.... 
We won’t find it in culture. 
 
The teaching used two examples of “devaluing” girls - 
LEGO and Barbie.   
In what ways have you seen or experienced gender 
discrimination in culture? 
 
Here’s Dustin Hoffman’s reflection on his 
“transformation” for the movie “Tootsie”. When he was 
made as beautiful a woman as possible for the role, he 
had an “epiphany”.   
 
"It was at that moment I had an epiphany, and I went 
home and started crying," he says in an AFI interview, 
fighting back tears as he recounts his realization. 
"Talking to my wife, I said, 'I have to make this picture,' 
and she said, 'Why?' And I said, 'because I think I am an 
interesting woman when I look at myself on screen. And 
I know that if I met myself at a party, I would never talk 
to that character because she doesn't fulfill physically the 
demands that we're brought up to think women have to 
have in order to ask them out....’"And I said, 'There's too 
many interesting woman I have … not had the 
experience to know in this life because I have been 
brainwashed.'" 
 
In what way have you been “brainwashed” into gaging a 
woman’s value by her appearance? 
 
We won’t find value in the church. 
Church history does not reflect a “valuing” of women.  
 
Augustine, “I fail to see what use women can be to man, 
if one excludes the function of bearing children.” 



 
Thomas Acquinas, “Woman is defective and 
misbegotten...” 
 
John Knox, “Woman in her greatest perfection was made 
to serve and obey man.” 
 
Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood  
“...keeping the home is God’s assignment to the wife - 
even down to changing the sheets, doing the laundry, and 
scrubbing the floors.”  Ambitions that might lead a 
woman to work outside the home, constitute the kind of 
“evil desires” that lead directly to sin.   
 
Mark Driscoll, “Without blushing, Paul is simply stating 
that when it comes to leading in the church, women are 
unfit because they are more gullible and easier to deceive 
than men.” 
 
Driscoll is referring to 1 Timothy 2:8-15.  How do we 
interpret and apply these commands? 
How do we reconcile this with Acts 2:16-18; Acts 21:9 
 
What lessons are learned from Elizabeth Smart’s 
comments at Johns Hopkins? 
How did her “abstinence” education lead to her feeling 
“devalued”?  
Elizabeth said, “Children should be educated that you 
will always have value and nothing can change that.”   
 How do we do that?   
 
We will find value in Jesus. 
How do you respond to the idea that Jesus is a 
“feminist”? 
 
Take a look at the dictionary definition of “feminism”: 
“the doctrine of advocating social, political, and all other 
rights of women equal to those of men.” 
 
Given the culture in which Jesus lived, how does Jesus’ 
interaction with women fit the above definition? 
Luke 13:10-17 
Luke 10:38-42 
John 4:1-42 (Yes, long passage - see. 4:8-9; 4:27;  
4:39-42) 
John 20:11-18 
 
Jesus’ treatment of women was considered radical, even 
scandalous for his culture and time. 
Have you gone against the grain in your attempt to 
promote justice in our culture and time? 
What have been the consequences? 
 
How can we show the same value to and for women that 
Jesus showed? 
 


