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What has been your experience with kids who are 
developmentally delayed?   
 
Read 1 Thessalonians 2:5-12.  Paul uses 
parenthood to illustrate his work with people.  
We’re using this part of Paul’s letter to help us 
identify and develop some important parenting 
perspectives.   
 
 
1. It’s not about us.  1 Thess. 2:5-6 
 
This is tough.   In what ways might you be guilty 
of making your parenting more about you than 
the kids? 
How do you respond to the study that says the 
“busy trip” is less about kids and more about the 
parents? 
 
Have you ever disciplined your child more out of 
embarrassment than out of concern for the child? 
 
 
2. This child is worthy of my respect. 

1 Thess. 2:7-8; 11-12 
 
What words in these verses describe a parent’s 
“respectful” behavior toward kids? 
 
How are you doing living up to those 
descriptions?   
 
Read 2 Samuel 4:4 and 9:1-4.    
The teaching focused on David calling 
Mephibosheth “this son.”  
 
Have you ever been identified by a particular 
“calamity” - physical, behavioral, etc? 
Do you tend to see others by what they did/do, or 
by what happened to them, instead of who they 
are? 
 
 



3. It’s not about stuff.  1 Thess. 2:8 
 
Think of your own childhood.   Did your parents 
give “stuff” or “time”?   
How about you with your own kids?   
Any changes need to be made in this area? 
 
 
4. It’s hard work.  1 Thess. 2:9 
 
What’s been the hardest thing for you about 
parenting? 
 
What is your take on Met’s second baseman, 
Daniel Murphy, missing two games to be with his 
wife during the birth of their first child?   
 
What is your take on the reaction by some of the 
sports commentators? 
 
What are you doing to communicate to your 
family that they are a priority? 
 
 
5. It’s about an example.  1 Thess. 2:10 
 
What attitudes or behaviors did you “catch” from 
your parents? 
 
How aware are you that “little eyes are 
watching”? 
What characteristics/behaviors in you would you 
like to pass on to your kids? 
What do you hope your kids don’t catch?  
 
 
6. It’s about a goal.  1 Thess. 2:12 
 
 What’s the difference between being “good” and 
being “godly”? 
 
What can you do to become more than just good, 
but godly? 
 
What can you do to help your children go beyond 
“good” to “godly”? 


