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If you have seen “Pursuit of Happyness”, what 
was your take-away? 
 
What parenting lessons did you learn? 
 
The movie is obviously about a pursuit. We are 
on a pursuit to be the most Christ-like person 
we can be. Dads are on a pursuit to be the best 
dads they can be.  
 
So, what are you doing to help the pursuit? 
 
There are a bunch of tear-jerking scenes, but 
one that especially got me was when little 
Christopher, lying in a homeless shelter, told 
his dad, “You’re a good papa.”   
 
What time in your life has someone looked at 
you and told you “You’re a good … person, 
dad, mom, husband, wife, employee, boss, 
friend etc.”? 
 
Here are some “good papa” behaviors from the 
movie…. 

1. A	  good	  papa	  breaks	  the	  cycle.	  	  	  	  
	  
Chris	  didn’t	  know	  his	  dad	  and	  was	  
determined	  to	  not	  repeat	  that	  with	  his	  
son.	  
	  
Read	  Genesis	  20:2	  and	  Genesis	  26:7-‐9.	  
Isaac	  repeated	  the	  same	  deception	  as	  
his	  dad.	  
What	  behaviors,	  character	  traits,	  etc.	  
by	  your	  parent(s)	  are	  you	  determined	  
not	  to	  repeat?	  
	  
Any	  advice	  on	  how	  to	  actually	  break	  
the	  cycle?	  
	  
	  



2. Circumstances	  can	  make	  even	  the	  
best	  dad	  feel	  like	  a	  failure.	  
	  
Chris had pressure from work, his kid’s 
school, and his wife. 
What circumstances in your life are 
really applying the pressure? 
 
How are you doing at relieving the 
pressure? 
 

3. A	  good	  papa	  admits	  when	  he’s	  
wrong.	  	  

 
How’d your parents do with this one? 
How are you doing with this one? 
 
What lessons are taught by a parent’s 
willingness to apologize? 
How does the virtue of humility help us 
become good apologizers? 
See Colossians 3:13-14 and 1 Peter 5:5 
 

4. A	  good	  papa	  makes	  the	  best	  of	  the	  
situation.	  

 
Would you describe your parents as 
positive or negative, fun or serious, 
relaxed or stressed? 
 
How would your kids describe you? 
 

5. A	  good	  papa	  earns	  the	  trust	  of	  his	  
kids.	  	  	  

 
What are your suggestions for how to 
build a child’s trust in his/her parents? 
 
Ephesians 6:4 tells dads to not 
“exasperate” or “embitter” their kids. 
What behaviors of a parent could do just 
that? 
 
Which characteristic of a “good papa” 
is missing from your life? 
Which characteristic of a “good papa” 
is a strength in your life? 

 


