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What is your favorite story in the Bible? 
 
What has been your experience in Bible reading 
and/or Bible study? 
 
What is your view of the Bible?   
Which metaphor describes the way you have seen 
or the way you see the Bible? 
God’s Rulebook 
A Heavenly Instruction Manual 
An Owner’s Manual 
A Recipe Book 
A toolbox to fix whatever is broken. 
 
How do these metaphors help or hurt the Bible’s 
effect on our lives? 
Have you ever had “Ezekiel Bread?” 
Read Ezekiel 4:9 – the “recipe” for the bread. 
 
Now read Ezekiel 4:12.  I wonder why they 
didn’t include this step in the recipe? 
What does this example show us about using the 
Bible as a “guide”? 
 
2.  Are you a Buffet Bible Believer? 
When it comes to following or obeying the Bible 
do you “pick and choose?” 
 
What do you think of the slogan, “God said, I 
believe it, that settles it?” 
 
What are the positives and negatives of this 
approach to the Bible? 
 
Sunday’s teaching mentioned a few Bible rules 
that we obviously don’t follow today. 
Exodus 21:7-11 Deuteronomy 22:13-21 
Leviticus 19:19 Leviticus 10:6 
Deuteronomy 23:1   Deuteronomy 23:2 
Leviticus 11:7-8 1 Timothy 2:11 
1 Corinthians 11:5 
 



These verses are a sampling of rules we don’t 
follow. 
How do these verses apply to the “pick and 
choose” approach to the Bible? 
We don’t have much argument against not 
following the above rules. 
So, how do we determine which Bible rules apply 
to us today? 
 
What do you think of the Bible not being very 
“kid-friendly?” 
 
3.  Do you feel the tension?  What passages in 
the Bible are challenging to you? 
 
How about Hosea 13:16; 1 Samuel 15:3; Joshua 
6:21? 
What is your gut reaction to these verses?   
Would you feel different about these verses if you 
read them in a book besides the Bible? 
 
How about 1 Peter 2:18?  Exodus 21:20-21? 
 
Speaking of slavery, President Lincoln said this 
during his second Inaugural Address:  “Both 
(sides) read the same Bible and pray to the same 
God.” 
 
Rev. Richard Furman of South Carolina, 
expressed the belief of pro-slavery Christians 
when he said,  “The right of holding slaves is 
clearly established by Holy Scriptures, both by 
precept and example.” 
 
How would you rebuttal Rev. Furman’s position? 
 
The “God said it, that settles it” approach to the 
Bible seems to come down on the pro-slavery 
side.   
How do we handle that? 
 
What do you think of Dr. Peter Enns’ statement, 
“The problem isn’t the Bible.  The problem is 
coming to the Bible with expectations it’s not set 
up to bear.” 
 

So, here’s the big question:  How are we 
supposed to approach the Bible? 


