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What was your childhood experience with the Bible? 
 
Do you have the first Bible you ever owned? 
 

1. What	  is	  the	  Bible?	  
 
Has your answer to that question changed over your 
life? If so, how?   
 
Compare the length of time it took to write these books: 
Quran- 22 years 
Book of Morman-60 days 
Bibe-1600 years 
 
What do these times tell us about the nature of the Bible? 
 
Read 2 Timothy 3:14-17 
What do these verses say about the Bible? 
 
How would you answer the “What is the Bible?” 
question based on these verses? 
 
Read Matthew 22:35-40 
What does this passage say is the aim of Scripture? 
 
How does that aim affect how we read the Bible? 
 

2. Which	  Bible	  is	  it?	  
 
What is so special about October 31?  Besides dressing 
up, scaring people and getting/giving candy? 
 
Martin Luther nailed his “95 Theses” on the door of 
Wittenberg Castle church in Germany on October 31, 
1517, inviting people to a debate of theological issues.  
This act was the beginning of the Protestant 
Reformation.   
 
What are some of the results of the Protestant 
Reformation? 
 
One phrase that came out of the Reformation is 
“Reformed and always reforming.” 
What does that phrase indicate about how we interpret 
the Bible, theological, and spiritual issues? 
 
Ever wonder why the Catholic Bible has 46 books in the 
Old Testament and the Protestant Bible has 39 books in 
the Old Testament?  Yep, it goes back to Martin Luther.  
During Jesus’ day and Paul’s day there were two 
versions of the Old Testament: 
 

1. Palestinian	  Canon	  which	  had	  39	  books	  –	  
written	  in	  Hebrew.	  	  



2. Alexandrian	  Canon	  which	  had	  53	  books	  –	  
written	  in	  Greek.	  Paul	  used	  the	  Alexandrian	  
Canon	  because	  the	  common	  language	  in	  the	  
Roman	  world	  was	  Greek.	  	  For	  1500	  years	  the	  
Christian	  community	  used	  the	  Alexandrian	  
Canon.	  	  In	  stepped	  Martin	  Luther	  who	  
decided	  that	  those	  extra	  books	  didn’t	  belong	  
in	  the	  Bible.	  	  	  

 
Ask these leaders how many books are in the Old 
Testament and we’ll get these answers: 
Protestant Pastor – 39 
Catholic Priest – 46 
Eastern Orthodox Priest - 50 
 
What does that very brief history lesson tell us about the 
formation of the Bible? 
 

3. What	  do	  we	  do	  with	  it?	  	  	  
 
 From “The Book of Eli,” Eli (Denzel Washington), 
speaking of the Bible, says, “I was carrying and reading 
it everyday, got so caught up in protecting it, I forgot to 
live by what I’d learned from it.”   
 
What did he learn? 
 
He answers, “To do more for others than you do for 
yourself.” 
 
How does that movie quote answer the question, “What 
do we do with it?” 
 
What do you think of when you hear the story of Jonah? 
 
Do you see it as factual history or more of a parable?   
 
Does it matter? 
 
Were the parables told by Jesus factually true?  Were the 
truths they contained spiritually true? 
 
If you see the story of Jonah only as a parable, why?   
 
We have to be careful if we reject the story as fact 
simply because “Those things just don’t happen.” 
 
If you see it as fact do you also see the main point of the 
event?  Do you spend so much time and energy 
defending the “Fact” that you miss the point? 
 
What is the point of the story? Jonah 4:1-3, 11. 
 
The story is not about Jonah’s whale. It is about Jonah’s 
God – a God who loves our enemies.   
What does that tell us about our enemies and us? 
 
How does the story of Jonah instruct us on how to read 
the Bible? 


