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Have you ever loaned something out to a 
neighbor or a friend only to have it returned in 
worse shape than it went out? Describe what 
happened, what you felt and what you said. 
 
How many times have you heard a sermon or had 
a Bible study on the environment? 
 
1. Being	  green	  is	  not	  a	  left-‐right	  issue.	  	  It’s	  

a	  God	  issue.	  
 
Why is the environment such a controversial 
topic? 
 
How do you see that the environment is a 
spiritual matter – a God issue? 
 
See what God loves. 
Read the following passages and discuss what 
they tell us about God’s view of creation: Psalm 
104:24-26; Genesis 9:8-11; Deuteronomy 25:4; 
Psalm 145:16; Matthew 5:26 
 
To love God is to love creation. 
Do you agree or disagree? Why? 
 
What God made is His, not ours. 
Take a look at Psalm 24:1 and Psalm 50:10 
 
What would it look like if we took a stewardship 
approach instead of an ownership approach to 
our things; to the creation? 
 
2. Being	  green	  is	  not	  a	  “Left	  Behind”	  issue.	  	  
 
The argument goes something like this, “Since 
the earth is going to be destroyed in the 
Apocalypse anyway, why worry about it?” 
What do you think about that argument? 
 
Let’s consider another approach: 
 



What do the following verses teach about another 
approach: Colossians 1:19-20; Acts 3:21; 
Matthew 19:28? 
What do you think of Randy Alcorn’s statement 
taken from his book Heaven? 
“God will restore everything…God will restore 
everything on Earth…Messiah will come from 
Heaven to Earth, not to take us away from Earth 
to Heaven, but to restore Earth to what He 
intended so he can live with us forever.” 
 
Read 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18.  Pay close 
attention to the word “meet.” Paul borrows 
images from the Roman Empire when the 
emperor would visit a colony. The citizens would 
go out to meet him and escort him back to the 
city. Paul’s image of the people “meeting the 
Lord in the air” should be read with idea that the 
people will immediately turn around and lead the 
Lord back to a remade world. 
 
How does this commentary help us understand 
what may happen with the earth? 
 
The Lorax “speaks for the trees.”  In what way do 
you think God wants us to speak for His creation? 
 
Ways to get involved: 
 
Local 
Watershed Center 
The Springfield Nature Center 
Master Naturalists 
Missouri Stream Team 
Ozark Greenways 
Well Fed Neighbor Alliance 
 
National 
Audubon Society 
The Nature Conservancy 
Trout Unlimited 
 


