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Simon Kuznetsk, the Harvard economists and 
Nobel Laureate who devised the GDP to help the 
U.S. climb out of the Depression, warned, “…the 
welfare of a nation can scarcely be inferred from a 
measurement of national income.”    
 
Instead of a GDP, on a scale of 1-10 with 10 being 
highest, what is your GHI (Gross Happiness 
Index)?   
 
The U.S. is ranked 15 out of 20 on the happy 
index.  Does that surprise you? 
 
What do you think goes into making a person 
happy? 
 
What do you learn about Jesus from these verses:  
Luke 7:33-35; Matthew 9:10; and Matthew 22:1-
2? 
 
Newsflash:  Jesus partied. 
Newsflash:  Religious people didn’t. 
 
That Jesus partied, means at least two things: 
 
1.  Sinners liked him. 
 
Why do you think Jesus and sinners got along so 
well?  Why do you think they liked being around 
him enough to invite him to their parties?  What 
does that say about how we are to live our lives? 
 
2.  The kingdom of Jesus is fun. 
 
Read Isaiah 25:6 and Isaiah 2:2 and look for the 
words and concepts that describe the kingdom of 
God. 
 
What do Luke 17:21 and Mark 1:15 say about the 
kingdom of God? 
 
If the kingdom of God is here now, how then should 
we live? 
 



One rule that many of us grew up following was, 
“Real Christians don’t dance.”  What “rules” did  
 
you associate with living in the kingdom of God?  
Why did we create these rules?  
 
Read John 2:1-11.  John says in verse 11 that what 
Jesus did here was a “sign.”  A sign of what?  To 
what was Jesus pointing?   
 
Jesus used ceremonial water pots to hold the wine.  
What do you think the religious leaders thought 
about Jesus turning their holy water into wine? 
 
Take a look at the chart contrasting Religion with 
Jesus.  What are your thoughts?   
 

 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a Lutheran pastor who led a 
resistance to Hitler, said, “Jesus calls men not to a 
new religion but to life.”   
 
John Wesley wrote, “What religion do I preach?  
The religion of love.”   
 
The Dalai Lama said, “Loving-kindness is my 
religion.”   
 
What do you think of how these men understand 
religion? 
 
How do their views fit with what you learned about 
Jesus? 

Religion Jesus 

Uses rules to get us to do 
the right thing. 

Tells us to let love be our 
guide. 

Uses guilt to keep us in 
line. 

Uses kindness (Romans 
2:4). 

Requires us to earn God’s 
acceptance.  

Gives acceptance as a 
gift.   

“People of the Book” People of a Person 

Believe certain statements 
about Jesus.  

Believe in (follow) Jesus.   

Never quite sure of God’s 
love.  

 Nothing can separate us 
from His love.   

Feels compelled to judge 
others. 

Feels compelled to love 
others. 

 


