
 
Go Deep 

Give Up Violence and Take Up Peace 
March 6, 2016 

 
What experiences have you had with bullying? 
 
What evidences of injustices do you see in our world/community? 
 
As you read Isaiah 1:17; Psalm 82:3; Micah 6:8; Ezekiel 45:9, look for words that describe the situation and words that 
describe God’s view of the situation. 
 
What do these verses tell us about the heart of God? 
 
What is “peace” to you? 
 
The Biblical word for “peace” is “shalom.”  “Shalom” is universal wholeness and joy.  Wholeness and completion in all 
creation.  
 
As you read Micah 2:2,9; Micah 4:6; Micah 4:3, describe the conditions and the expectation of resolution. 
 
Read the lyrics of these two songs: 
“Peace Train” by Cat Stevens from 1971 
“Now I’ve been happy lately 
Thinking about the good things to come 
And I believe it could be  
Something good has begun 
 
Oh, I’ve been smiling lately 
Dreaming about the world as one 
And I believe it could  
Some day it’s going to come 
 
‘Cause out on the edge of darkness 
There rides a peace train 
Oh, peace train take this country 
Come take me home again.” 
 
“Crying Shame” by Jack Johnson from 2005 
 
“By now we should now how to communicate instead of coming to blows 
We’re on the road and there ain’t no stopping us now 
We’re burning under control 
Isn’t it strange how we’re all burning 
Under the same sun 
By now they say if it’s a war for peace 
It’s the same old game” 
 
What are the themes?  What are the hopes? 
 
How does Luke 4:16-21 address these hopes? 
 
What do you think about Jesus’ teaching on violence?  How do we apply His teachings to our lives?  
Matthew 5:9; Luke 6:27-36; Matthew 26:50-53 
 



Some Christ-followers sense that Jesus is calling them to be pacifists.  One such group are Anabaptists: “The Anabaptist 
commitment to nonviolence, then, is not founded on naive expectations that people can be persuaded to be nice to each 
other.  We realize that we are followers of Jesus in a divided and violent world, and we are utterly realistic about the evil that 
lurks in the hearts of our fellow human beings—and in our own hearts—and spills out in acts of terrible violence.  But we are 
followers of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, and we choose to believe that his way of nonviolent love is ultimately more realistic 
than embracing violence.  Whether or not nonviolent alternatives are effective in the short, or even the medium term, peace 
churches are signs of the coming kingdom of God.  We choose to align ourselves with the future to which God is leading 
history.” 
 
What do you think?   
 
What do you think about Jackie Robinson’s non-violent resistance as the first black MLB player? 
 
What is Jesus saying about a person’s identity in Luke 6:35? 
 
How will you apply this peace lesson to the tensions in your life?    What do Romans 14:19 and Romans 12:17-21 say we 
are to do?   
 
What do we do with these verses? 
 


