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What is the worst tragedy in your life? 
 
Read James 1:1-4 
Write down and discuss everything James says about: 
-the nature of trials. 
-the response to trials. 
-the results of trials. 
 
One of the most interesting things about these verses is the Greek word James uses that is translated “face” in the 
NIV Bible.  It’s in verse 2: “…whenever you face trials of many kinds.” 
 
It is the word “peirasmois” from which we get our English word “pirate”.  The word is also used in Luke 10:30. 
How are trials like a pirate? 
 
The teaching listed some common ways people respond to trials: 
-Denial 
-Escape 
 
According to James, what should be our response to trials? 
 
Can you make sense out of that suggestion? 
 
What do you think is God’s role in trials? 
_____ Determinism - Everything happens by God’s will and command. 
_____ Punishment.  This view was expressed last week by Anne Graham Lotz in a radio interview: 
“I think that’s why God allows bad things to happen.  I think that’s why he would allow 9/11 to happen, or the 
dreadful attack in San Bernardino.  To show us that we need him…That is why God sends wake-up calls.  That’s 
why he allows the terrorists to strike or a tornado to rip through our city, because for whatever reason, we don’t 
seem to give Him our attention until we are desperate.” 
 
What do you think about her assessment?  Agree? Disagree? Not Sure? 
 
Jesus deals with this issue in these two events:  
John 9:1-5 
How did the disciples view the blind man? 
___as a religious problem 
___as a sinner/the result of sin 
___a disabled man in need of help 
___ other 
 
What did Jesus’ reply show about how he viewed the trial of the man? 
___the standard theology of the day was wrong 
___suffering just happens. 



___the man was born blind so Jesus could heal him. 
___how we respond is more important than what happened. 
 
Luke 13:1-5 
What is the danger of associating someone’s misfortune with sin? 
What do you think Jesus is asking them to repent (Change their mind) of? 
 
What insights do Romans 8:28 and James 1:2-3 give us when trying to figure out trials?   
What do you think about this approach: “God doesn’t cause trials, but God can use trials”? 
 
What can you do this week to help someone going through a trial? 
How can the group help you through the trial through which you’re going?  
 


