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Who “wore the pants” in your family growing up? 
What TV family best reflects your family today? 
 
Sunday’s teaching presented two ways to understand the word “submission” as it relates to a marriage: 
 
1.  The “Kirk Cameron” way.  In a recent interview, he said, “Wives are to honor and respect and follow their 
husband’s lead, not to tell their husband how he ought to be a better husband.  When each person gets their part 
right, regardless of how their spouse is treating them, there is hope for real change in their marriage…A lot of 
people don’t know that marriage comes with instructions.  And, we find them in God’s Word.” 
 
Here is the Biblical basis for his statement: Ephesians 5:22-23; Colossians 3:18; 1 Peter 3:1 
 
According to “The Council for Biblical Manhood and Womanhood,“A man, by virtue of his manhood, is called to 
lead for God.  A woman, just by virtue of her womanhood is called to help for God.”  
 
What are the good and bad effects of following this way? 
 
2.  If Kirk is wrong, what is right?  
 
Here’s another interpretation:  Egalitarianism:  Leadership is based on giftedness, not gender.  
 
Based on Genesis 1:27-28 who was given responsibility to care for the garden? 
What is the woman called in Genesis 2:18? 
Explain what you think this means in light of the fact that the same Hebrew word for “helper” issued to describe 
God. 
 
Explain why it is illogical to conclude that Eve was inferior to Adam because she was created after him. 
Hint: What was created before Adam? 
 
Part of the curse of sin for Eve was that her husband would “rule over her” (Gen. 3:16).  Explain why this is not 
God’s desire or woman’s destiny. 
 
The passages in Ephesians, Colossians and 1Peter are called “Household Codes.” Does it surprise you that these 
codes were found outside the Bible, written by Aristotle, Philo, and Josephus? What does that mean to us as we try 
to apply the Bible to our culture? 
 
Paul and Peter performed a “remix” on these cultural codes.  They took these codes and mixed them with Jesus.   
What do Mark 9:35 and Matthew 20:25-28 add to the household codes? 
 
Here’s what Paul came up with:  Ephesians 5:21-29.   
Compare the instructions to wives with the instructions to husbands.   
 
Each passage that talks about the hierarchical codes between husband and wife also talks about the codes of 
slavery?   



What does that mean for applying the Bible to our lives today?  
 
Which of the two views seem “right” to you? 
 
What can you do to put Philippians 2:3-4 into practice? 


