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Who was your favorite school teacher or Sunday School teacher? 
 
1.    Why say, “Thanks?”   
 
How would you answer the above question? 
 
Describe what receiving a “Thank-you” does to you. 
 
Elie Wiesel, the Holocaust survivor who died just a few weeks ago made this statement about gratitude:  
“Searching for and being thankful for what is positive in every situation will be digging your tunnel. (Even if your 
positive thing is that 'it could have been worse'!) Write down the list of things you're thankful for - there may not 
be many at first - because that's building your ladder. Review it daily, and add to it. This becomes your gratitude 
journal, even if the entries say things like 'I'm glad I had lunch', or 'I wasn't hit by a bus today'. This simple process 
has the power to transform your life.” 
 
What do you think of his view of gratitude? 
 
Gratitude is about humility - recognizing that we had some help, that we are interdependent.   
 
What person deserves a “thank-you” from you? 
 
Why is it hard for some people to say, “Thank-you”? 
 
What lessons do you take away from these verses (Philippians 2:14, Colossians 3:15, Proverbs 3:27, Romans 
13:7)? 
 
2.  Know Jesus, know a teacher.   
 
Jesus is referred to as “Teacher” at least 60 times in the 4 New Testament Gospels. 
 
What are some characteristics of Jesus’ teaching methods? 
 
Take a look at these instances of Jesus teaching: Matthew 7:3-5, Luke 6:31, Luke 15:3, Luke 10:25-28, John 13:3-
17, Matthew 18:1-4.   
 
Think and talk about how the goal of Jesus and the goal of a teacher would be similar. 
 
Beyond imparting information to a student, what else does a teacher do? 
 
Lily Tomlin’s character, Edith Ann said. “I like a teacher who gives you something to take home to think about 
besides homework.” 
 
Do you agree with Edith Ann?  Would you rather have someone tell you what to think, tell you the answer, or 
encourage you to think about and discover it yourself? 



 
What connection is there between a relationship and learning? 
 
Would you consider volunteering in The Venues’ Kids Venue? 


