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What was your favorite subject, activity in school? 
 
What is your most meaningful memory of school? 
 
1.   What’s in your backpack?  Here’s a suggested list: 
What item do you see listed in Proverbs 11:2? 
How can that item help a student? How can it help all of us? 
Have you seen the principle of Proverbs 11:2 borne out?   
 
What do you think of “The Case for Humble Executives” as a leadership style?   
What are the differences between a humble leader and a proud leader (Mark 10:42-45)? 
 
What items do you see in 1 Timothy 4:12 and 2 Timothy 1:7? 
Talk about the benefits of carrying these items in your personal backpack?  
Which item seems to jump out at you? 
How would these items help a student?  How do they help you? 
 
What items do you see in Ephesians 4:34 and Romans 12:15? 
Denmark has consistently won the “happiest country on the planet” designation.  Many say the schools’ emphasis 
on empathy is responsible for them being so happy.   
What do you think?  
How would you define empathy? 
How important is empathy in your life? 
 
2.  Who’s packing your backpack?   
 
Who/what does Proverbs 1:7 identify as a “backpacker”? 
 
“Fear of the Lord” can also mean “respect for the Lord.”   
Talk about the difference between the two meanings and how each relates to your view of God. 
 
How does the second part of Proverbs 1:7 “Fools despise wisdom and instruction” help us understand and apply 
the first part of Proverbs 1:7? 
 
Can a person “fear God’ and not reflect God? 
 
A study of 20,000 Christians on the topic of “religion and racism” concluded: 
 *“…the strongly religious people in our research, who were mostly white Christians, discriminated against others 
who were different from them - blacks and minorities.” 
 
*“Only religious agnostics were racially tolerant.” 
 
How can we explain those results? Why would Christians who would claim to “fear God” be so unlike God? 
 



Read Luke 10:25-37 
Why does Jesus make the Samaritan the hero of the story? 
Why does Jesus make the Jewish religious leaders the “villains” of the story? 
What lessons on race is Jesus teaching? 
 
How would your life be if you let Jesus pack your backpack…if you carried Jesus in your backpack? 


