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What songs do you know that have made an 
impact on the culture? 
 
What comes to your mind when you hear the 
word “racism”? 
 
Where have you seen racism or prejudice 
expressed? 
 
We don’t know all the facts surrounding the 
shooting of Michael Brown in Ferguson.  But we 
do know of the racial turmoil. 80% of Blacks say 
the shooting raises racial issues. 37% of Whites 
say the shooting raises racial issues. 
How do you explain the difference between the 
two groups? 
 
Read Luke 4:16-29 
 
What did Jesus say that made the people go from 
amazement to anger? 
 
The Jews were guilty of ethnocentrism – the 
feeling and conviction that their ethnic group 
should be treated as superior or privileged. 
 
What did Jesus say that undermined their 
ethnocentrism? 
 
Read Matthew 8:5-13 
 
Why is Jesus’ offer to go to a centurion’s house 
so remarkable? What does that say about Jesus? 
 
Read Matthew 8:11-13 again. 
How do you think the Jews who saw themselves 
as God’s chosen, felt about this? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
1. Jesus	  is	  the	  end	  of	  ethnocentrism.	  
 

How many events in Jesus’ life can you think 
of where he put an end to the Jews feeling of 
superiority? 
 

2. Realize	  it’s	  not	  just	  “them,”	  it’s	  us.	  	  
	  	  
Fox	  News	  hosts	  Bill	  O’Reilly	  and	  Megyn	  
Kelly	  disagreed	  on	  “white	  privilege”.	  	  
O’Reilly	  dismissing	  it	  and	  Kelly	  thinking	  it	  
exists.	  	  	  	  
Which	  of	  these	  two	  best	  represents	  your	  
take?	  
	  
Phillip	  talked	  about	  the	  practice	  of	  
“dehumanization.”	  	  Once	  we	  slap	  a	  
dehumanizing	  label	  on	  people,	  it’s	  easier	  to	  
treat	  them	  as	  subhuman.	  	  
	  
What	  evidence	  of	  dehumanization	  do	  you	  
see	  in	  our	  culture?	  
	  

3. Choose	  culture	  or	  Jesus.	  	  
 
In the movie “42” about Jackie Robinson, the 
crowd cusses and boos when Jackie takes the 
field.  Pee Wee Reese, a fan favorite, and a 
Southern boy, runs over to Jackie, puts his arm 
around Jackie’s shoulder and said, “I got family 
up there from Louisville. I need ‘em to know.  I 
need ‘em to know who I am.” 
 
How will the world know who we are?  See John 
13:35 
 


