
A Deeper Journey 
A Deeper Journey is designed for those who would like a guide that supports self-study and 
self-reflection related to a teaching topic.  

Message Date: April 14, 2013    Message Title: The Walking Dead: Knock ‘em Dead 

Review Colossians 3:10-4:6.  What do you notice? 

“Know first who you are, then adorn yourself accordingly.”  Epictetus (50-120 CE) 
 
A woman spends nearly one year out of her lifetime deciding what to wear. 287 days to be exact – That’s 6,888 hours or 
413,280 minutes – spent deciding what to put on just so she can look in the mirror, turn to her partner, and ask “Does this 
make me look fat?” When a woman stands in the closet, she is planning, inventing, dreaming. When a man stands there, he 
is wondering what time the game starts. Men, on average don’t give clothes much thought. Many pull clothing out of the 
hamper – if it passes the sniff test, we’re ready to go.  
 
In Colossians 3-4, Paul gives us a fashion lesson: Be careful what you wear. His bottom-line fashion advice: Wear identity-
appropriate clothes. Last week, we saw some clothes, behaviors, that don’t fit the identity of a Christ-follower. Today, we’ll 
see what clothes do fit.  
 
Get the look.  Read Colossians 3:10-17.  Nice look. Paul says we can supernaturally look like Jesus. We have a new 
nature on the inside – a new self – and we have His clothes in our closet. Make a list of what matters and what doesn’t 
matter when we seek to “own” our new nature, and to be renewed as we learn to know our Creator and become like Him:  
 
It’s the look of love. Colossians 3:14.  Paul says “above all” clothe yourself with love. Why do you think he says “above 
all?”  
 
Read the following passages and make notes about what they reveal about God’s view of love.  
 Matthew 22:34-40: 
 
 James 2:8: 
 
 1 Corinthians 13:1-3: 
 
 1 John 4:1-2 
 
 1 John 4:12 
 
 John 13:34 
 
The most powerful argument for the truth of Jesus is our love for others. That’s what Jesus said would distinguish us as His 
followers – that’s the uniform. Whose team are you on? Who do you play for? What’s your family crest? Each time, the 
answer is LOVE. The purpose of the church is not to build impressive buildings, or write well-reasoned doctrinal statements. 
The purpose of the church is to produce people who love God and love others. If we are that kind of church the angels will 
rejoice and the world will beat a path to our door. If not, then nothing else matters.  
 

Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Explain your thoughts below:  “The most powerful argument for 
the truth of the Gospel is LOVE, not doctrine.”  

 
It’s not easy to change our style. Colossians 3:10. The truth is I’m going to get stuff on my Jesus clothes. I’m not always 
going to dress right. Every once in a while, I’ll go back to the old closet and pull out something from the old days. Paul says 



we are “being renewed.” It’s a process. I still think bad thoughts on occasion. I still do bad things on occasion. I still wear the 
wrong clothes. We need to understand this about ourselves and each other. None of us has it all together. When we get 
that, we’ll be tolerant, open, forgiving, and compassionate with each other. And, when people fall, it will be like falling on a 
pillow. If we don’t get that, then we tend to be harsh and unforgiving. When people fall it will be like they are falling on 
concrete.  
 

Re-examine the love passages and what you learned above and then apply it to how you respond toward others. 
What is holding you back from loving others more fully? Do you have personal fears about loving others that freely? 
If so, what are they?  
 
 
Describe the ideal way you would handle a friend or brother who is falling based on what you have learned: 
 
 
 
Describe the ideal way you would respond yourself when you catch yourself falling based on what you have 
learned:  

 
 
Walk the runway. Colossians 4:2-6. In these verses, Paul takes us to the runway of life – what are we wearing in public? 
How do we represent Jesus to others? Mahatma Ghandi said, “I like your Christ. I do not like your Christians. They are so 
unlike your Christ.” How do you believe we can avoid people saying that about us?  
 
 

Choose to center your mind on Christ.  Colossians 4:2; 3:1-2. Focus on who He is – His compassion. His purity. 
His patience. We can’t expect to be like Him if we don’t think of Him and know Him. Golfers use this principle daily 
in their golf games. Jack Nicklaus said, “I never hit a shot, even in practice, without having a very sharp, in-focus 
picture of it in my head…” Read 2 Corinthians 3:18 – what do you learn? 
 
 
Choose to conduct your life like Christ. Colossians 4:5-6. Paul says our words should be full of grace – 
seasoned with salt. Make sure your words taste good. What happens when we eat salty food? We want more. Can 
we really eat just one potato chip? Betcha can’t! Words are powerful. Picture a situation from your past when 
someone came to you with just the right word at the right time. How did you feel? How did God use that in your day 
to love on you, teach you, or guide you in action?  
 
 
Now picture a situation from your past where the opposite happened. Picture a time where someone used words in 
a hurtful way toward you. How did you feel? How did that affect your day and your actions?  
 
 

 
In his book, Love is the Killer App, Tim Sanders tells about Steve, a manager of 6 people – 6 people he had not seen face 
to face in over 6 months even though they worked in the same building and on the same floor. He resolved to tell each of 
them how much he appreciated them and name one thing they did excellently. After the visit from Steve, one of his software 
engineers, Lenny, gave Steve an X-Box. Steve was shocked. He knew Lenny had taken pay cuts over the previous year. 
He was more surprised that the money had come from selling a nine millimeter pistol that he owned. Lenny had bought the 
pistol months earlier with intentions of killing himself. Lenny told him of his mom’s death the previous year and his loneliness 
and depression. He had a routine every night. Eat a bowl of Ramen, listen to Nirvana, and get out the gun. It took a month 
to get the courage to put bullets in the gun. Another couple of months to get used to feeling the barrel of the gun on the top 
of his teeth. He was getting close. So close. “Last week, you freaked me out. You came into my cubicle, put your arm 
around me, and told me you appreciated me because I turn in all my projects early, and that helps you sleep at night. You 



also said that I have a great sense of humor over email and that you are glad that I came into your life. That night, I went 
home, ate Ramen, listened to Nirvana and when I got the gun out, it scared me silly for the first time. All I could think about 
was what you said – that you were glad I came into your life.”  The next day, he went back to the pawnshop and sold the 
gun. “I remembered that you said you wanted an X-Box, but with the new baby at home you couldn’t afford it. So, for my life, 
you get this game. Thanks, boss.”   Words – seasoned with salt.  
 

In Colossians, Paul then says to make the most of every opportunity. At The Venues, we are committed to living out 
this passage. We are committed to being gracious toward all people. We are committed to taking advantage of 
every opportunity to engage in people’s lives. What opportunity has God shown you this week that you need to 
commit to take advantage of?  

 
 
 
 
Prayer Focus 
God, we long to glorify You in our actions, our attitudes, our behaviors, and our words. May our hearts be so full of love and 
knowledge of You that we radiate that love to others. Heal us from our old attitudes and behaviors. Point them out to us 
when we try them back on so that we can purposefully choose more of You each day. Open our eyes to the opportunities 
you put before us daily to bless others. Help us to recognize the life-giving pattern of behavior that You have laid out for us 
today. Help us to recognize that by choosing to follow You more each day, we are choosing to live life to the fullest. Help us 
to clearly see our individual roles in Your design. Help us to see the blessing that comes from serving others and the 
blessing that can multiply and ripple from us out to touch others that are hurting. Help us to share the life-giving love with 
others that You have filled us with and help us to stay committed to daily refills of that Love so that we can be vessels of 
blessing to our community and to the world.  
 
 
 
 
Family Focus 
This week, the students have learned that Jesus was 100% man and 100% God and that makes Him 200% real. You can 
follow up by asking how your child knows that Jesus was 100% man (his friends thought he was all man, people treated him 
normally, he was a regular guy – working, telling great stories, etc.). Ask how your child knows Jesus was 100% God (the 
wind and the waves recognized His voice and responded to Him – He calmed the storm – He rescued his friends from the 
storm, etc.).  Ask what your child’s favorite thing about Jesus is so far.  
 
During Library time, the students have continued working with the Bible as a tool and learning to find books in the Old and 
New Testament. They also got to start learning a song today that will help them memorize the 66 books in the Bible. See if 
your child can sing part of the song for you.  
 
Don’t forget the there is a video available through Facebook and the Venues website to help aid your child in learning this 
month’s Bible verse: Psalm 119:105. We will have a memory showdown celebration on the last Sunday in April.  
 
In the Service Station this week, spiritual gifts and purpose were introduced. Begin sharing with your child what you see as 
your own personal spiritual gifts and purpose in preparation for your child to begin learning about theirs.  
   
Thank you parents for partnering with us to love on kids, connect to them, and introduce them to the Man who will change 
their lives forever for the better! Thank you for allowing us the honor of partnering with you to reinforce what you are 
teaching at home. Our prayer is that God strengthens the connection between the teaching we are each doing at home and 
what we introduce at church to end up with a cohesive, solid picture for each child of who God can be in their lives and how 
much He loves them. Thank you for praying over the children and their time of learning in the Wellington this week! 


