
A Deeper Journey
A Deeper Journey is designed for those who would like a guide that supports self-study and self-reflection related to a teaching topic. 

Message Date: February 24, 2013    Message Title: Grace is the Difference

Optional Ice Breaker Questions:
How many songs can you name that have the word “grace” in the title or the song lyrics? Which is your 
favorite?

Review the chapter of Luke 15.  Anything new jump out at you compared to when you read it last week?

A.W. Tozer, “What comes into our minds when we think of God is the most important things about us.”
What is foremost in your mind when you think about God? How do you believe that influences your view of God? 

Review the story Jesus tells of the Parable of the Lost Son (Luke 15: 11-32). Last week, we focused on God’s love for the 
lost son and how the father’s demeanor toward the son in this story is reflective of God’s demeanor and nature toward us. 
God is all about gathering the lost to Him. Jesus shows God as one who sprints after sinners. He throws parties for those 
who have not followed the rules. 

What about the “older son” in the story? He is often overlooked. We will find that he is as lost as the younger, hard-core 
partier who said, “I don’t want you, and I don’t want your rules.” This week, we will focus on “older brothers” because, after 
all, we might be Older Brothers. 

We might be Older Brothers if we think God owes us a good life because we are good, moral, and obedient. (Luke 
15:25-32.)  

The Older Brother is the religious, obedient son. The good boy. When the father asked him to do something, he did it. No 
questions asked. However, here’s the deal: both boys are lost. Did you know we can be “in the house” but away from the 
Father? It’s possible to obey all the rules, do all the right things, and still be lost. 

  Review the entire story, but focus on verses 25-32. What do you notice about the older brother in this story? 

How would he appear “on the outside” in modern day society? What are his strengths as a person?  

 Does his inside character match his outside performance? What are his weaknesses as a person? 

Older Brothers believe that if they live a good life, they should get a good life, and God owes them a smooth road if they try 
hard to follow the rules and live up to the standards. “What I do determines what God does.” “I do good, God blesses. I do 
bad, God punishes.”  
 

Have you ever heard someone say the equivalent of “he got what he deserved”? How is that attitude a symptom of 
the underlying belief stated above? 

What is your first response to this statement: God welcomes those who have not and cannot follow the rules. If you 
are like many recovering Older Brothers, the red flag in this statement is the word “cannot.”  You immediately 
question whether he is willfully disobedient and question whether “cannot” is a copout. However, can any of us truly 
be good without Him? Is anyone good enough to follow all of the rules without fail? Are there any without sin? 
Wasn’t the purpose of the Law to establish once and for all that we need a Savior because we cannot? 

Read Romans 3:23. Add any other scripture passages that put this in perspective for you. Write them here: 



We might be Older Brothers if we see God more as a master than a father.  (Luke 15:29). See that word “serve”? The 
Greek word is “slave.” I’ve been slaving for you. How sad. Instead of seeing God as a loving Father, the older brother sees 
Him as a slave driver. I serve, I give, I try to do the right thing because I have to. Because I’m afraid not to. A son, a 
daughter, on the other hand, obeys because he/ she wants to – out of love. 

If both attitudes accomplish the mission or request given, what is the real difference that God is showing us here? 

We might be Older Brothers if we believe that obedience precedes acceptance. (Luke 15:29-30) The older brother 
used his obedience to feel accepted by the father. Look closely at verse 30. As long as you are trying to earn God’s 
acceptance by being good, you’ll never be sure you have been good enough. 

What do Sammy Sosa, Roger Clemens, Barry Bonds, and Mark McGwire have in common? They are all great players – 
some of the best. They are all eligible, but not voted into the Hall of Fame. The shutout shows that the Hall of Fame voters 
are putting up a wall to the players who played in the “Steroid Era.” “Nope, you broke the rules. Didn’t play fair. Can’t let you 
in.” Older Brothers see God as a member of the Hall of Fame voters. Is it true that He won’t let us in if we break the rules? Is 
acceptance into God’s hall only offered to those who play by the rules? 

What does it look like to hold others and ourselves to the standard of behave – believe – belong which is a standard 
aligned with obedience preceding acceptance? 

Contrast that with what it looks like to hold others and ourselves to the standard of belong – believe—behave. What 
looks different? Which is more Biblical? Why? 

We might be Older Brothers if it’s easier to see other’s sin than our own. (Luke 15:29-30) To an Older Brother, a “sin” 
is all the things that the Older Brother isn’t doing but others are committing. 

What do Senator Pete Domenici, Jesse Jackson Jr., Kristen Stewart, Prince Harry, and Lindsey Lohan have in common? 
They’ve all been involved in a scandal this past year. (Senator Domenici: revealed he had an affair 34 years ago with the 
daughter of Senator Laxalt; Jesse Jackson Jr: misuse of funds; Kristen Stewart: affair with her director; Prince Harry: Vegas 
fun. In the old days it probably went on all the time. If you told anyone they’d cut your head off; Lindsey Lohan: everything 
about her seems to be scandalous.) 

A lot of us enjoy these ego-filled balloons getting popped. Relishing in other people’s mess-ups fills up our own ego. Truth 
is: if our local media knew everything about us, we might be on the cover too. If you find it easier to see other’s sin than your 
own, you’re an Older Brother. 

How are you going to tackle the Older Brother attitude and perspective in your life and change it to align with God’s 
heart for people? By whose strength will you accomplish a balanced perspective? What scripture can you focus on 
this week to keep your attitude anchored in Truth? 

Choose your own scripture or try these: Romans 3:19-20; Psalm 37:23-24; Ephesians 2:14-22; Psalm 51; Acts 
15:8-11; 2 Corinthians 4: 13-28.



 

We might be Older Brothers if we’re not cool with the younger brothers. (Luke 15:30-32). The Pharisees represented 
by the older brother just didn’t like the younger brother types. In this story, the older brother has contempt for the younger 
brother and his foolishness and self-righteous indignation that the father does not shun the younger brother because of his 
actions and mess ups. Yet, just as the younger brother missed the mark, so has the older brother missed the mark. We can 
sin by breaking the rules. We can also sin by keeping the rules. 

Think about being holy and set apart for God. In light of what we are learning this week, what does holiness really 
look like in the life of a follower of Jesus? 

How can you link arms with someone in authenticity? What attitude and perspective could you have that will be 
conducive to both of you following Christ regardless of your past Younger Brother and/ or Older Brother attitudes 
and actions? 

The fact is: we all need grace. We need the grace seen in the Father – who reaches out to both brothers, who invites both 
sons to the party. Grace simply means that my badness doesn’t keep me from God. My goodness doesn’t bring me to God. 
In this story, the “bad” son is saved. The “good” son is lost. Thank goodness that Jesus doesn’t end our story that way. He 
lets us write our own ending. 

What kind of life do you desire to live? When you look at the stories of the younger brother and the older brother, 
what attitudes, what virtues do you want to be pursuing to honor Jesus's call on your life? How do we as a church 
honor His call collectively? 

Prayer Focus
Jesus, You have shown us that good intentions and good acts, in and of themselves, fall so short of truly glorifying You. 
They fall short of authentic relationship with you and a place by your side. Our own service to You and our head knowledge 
about scripture can become one of our biggest stumbling blocks in a journey toward fully understanding Your heart for us 
and for others if we do not stay rock solidly focused on Who You are and Who You are in us. God, give us Your perspective 
this week. Show us the fine lines between seeking holiness and falling into self-righteousness. Guard us from religion that 
measures behavior and obedience before acceptance. Draw us firmly into Your likeness this week and solidly mold our 
minds and hearts to understand that You chase after us when we are lost in our own attitudes and our own stupidity and 
You desire relationship with us –whether we are learning about You for the first time or retraining our minds to follow You 
more fully after years of relationship. Give us Your heart for each other and show us how You truly feel about us. Give us 
extravagant hearts like Yours. Help us to understand that You love us too much to allow us to continue living as Older 
Brothers. Show us how to change to be more like You. 


