
A Deeper Journey 

A Deeper Journey is designed for those who would like a guide that supports self-study and self-reflection related to a teaching topic.  

Message Date: March 17, 2013     Message Title: Radical Acceptance 

Review Luke 18:9-14.  What do you notice? 

Charlie Ross was the teacher’s pet in his graduating class in 1901. His teacher, Miss Tillie Brown was young and attractive. 
Everyone knew Charlie was Miss Brown’s favorite. Charlie had to work hard to defend against his title as teacher’s pet. He 
studied harder and worked harder than everyone else. The kids would joke that Charlie better make something of himself or 
Miss Brown would never forgive him. And he did. On graduation day, addresses had been made, diplomas handed out. 
When Charlie Ross came to receive his diploma, Miss Brown rose to congratulate Charlie with a kiss.  
 
Whoa! That did it! Charlie may have been class president, class valedictorian, editor of the student year book, even 
teacher’s pet, but a kiss? That’s going too far. After graduation ceremonies, it was evident that many of the guys resented 
Miss Brown’s display of favoritism. One of them asked why others had been so neglected. Miss Brown stood firm. She said 
that Charlie had earned the special treatment. When the others did something worthwhile, they would get a kiss too. She’d 
see to it. In the years that followed, Charlie worked hard. He so distinguished himself that he was handpicked by the 
President of the United States to be the White House press secretary.  
 
Remember the boy who confronted Miss Brown about her open display of favoritism on the day of graduation? That was 
Harry S. Truman himself. It was to him that she said, “Do something worthwhile and you’ll get your kiss.” So it comes as no 
surprise that Charlie Ross’ first duty as press secretary was to call Miss Tillie Brown in Independence, Missouri with the 
message from the President of the United States, “How about that kiss I never got?” 
 
How about that kiss I never got? Have I done something worthwhile enough to rate it now? He got the kiss. President 
Truman, like the men in Jesus’ story and each one of us, yearn for righteousness. 
 
 Look up the word righteous and write the definition here:  
 
 
 We are hungry for acceptance. That hunger is universal. In the Asian culture it is “saving face.” In the American 

culture it’s about self-esteem. What actions and attitudes do we use to seek approval, acceptance, and to pass 
scrutiny?  

 
 
Culture has always had an “in” or “out”, “us” versus “them”, “accepted” or “rejected” dilemma. Take Lady Gaga for example. 
She was talking with a group of Long Island high school students about struggling with bulimia since she was a teenager. 
She says: 
 “I used to throw up all the time in high school. So, I’m not that confident. I wanted to be a skinny little ballerina, but I 
was a voluptuous little Italian girl whose dad had meatballs on the table every night. I used to come home and say, 
“Dad, why do you always give us this food? I need to be thin.” And, he’d say, “Eat your spaghetti…”  Weight is still a 
struggle. Every video I’m in, every magazine cover, they stretch you –they make you perfect. It’s not real life. I’m 
gonna say this about girls: The dieting has got to stop. Everyone just knock it off. Because at the end of the day, it’s 
affecting kids your age – it’s making girls sick.” 
 
Some people find and lose their self-esteem in their looks. Others in their job or talent – like Michael Jordan. He says that 
his self-esteem has always been “tied to the game.” Without it, he feels adrift. So, we’re hungry -- hungry for approval and 
acceptance.  
 Review Luke 18:9. What do you see about the group of people Jesus was speaking to here?  
 



We all want to be accepted. Jesus gives us two options:  
 
 Option 1: Be like “The Church Lady”  Luke 18:10-12 
 
 The Church Lady is the uptight, smug, pious, self-righteous, judgmental host of her own talk show Church Chat.  
 She’s a spoof of the “holier than thou” churchgoers. The Pharisee has a lot in common with The Church Lady, and 
 so do we. Those who find acceptance this way: 
 
  Focus on the externals. The understanding of sin is completely focused on behavior – the keeping or 
  breaking of rules. Sin is perceived as actions. “I do not do these things, but I do do these things.” Make a  
  list that typically applies to most Christians: 
   
  Keep away from sinful influences. The Pharisee was standing by himself. Moved away from the crowd.  
He was acting out what he really believed. “I can avoid sin if I stay away from people who sin. I’m not like this guy. Sin is 
something out there that I can avoid if I stay away from people who sin.” If sin is a behavior then I can avoid sin if I stay 
away from people who do those behaviors. So I avoid sin if I avoid people who don’t share my values and morals, if I stay 
away from certain places, if I don’t read certain books or watch certain movies, or be with people who don’t follow my rules, 
my politics, my values – who don’t behave in my way. Make a list of places and types of behaviors that Christians typically 
seek to avoid:  
 
  “I’m better than you” attitude. “I am so much better because I don’t do these bad things. I do these good 
things.” Few activities rival the sheer joy of passing judgment on other people. How many times have you criticized or 
judged today?  
 
 
Did you hear about the lady zookeeper who was killed by a lion? I read this week that she was oblivious to the pending 
attack because she was on her cell phone. To show just how bad I am, I kind of judged her a little bit. After all, what was 
she doing on a cell phone in a cage with such a large cat? What was she thinking?  
 
The Church Lady folks look at all the good things they do and feel accepted, approved, worthwhile. If we are not filled with 
approval in our heart, if we don’t feel loved and valued, then we’ll take these good things and make them our source of 
approval and our reason for judging others.  
 
 Review Luke 18:10-12. Review what you know about the Pharisee in this story: 
 
 Option 2: Be like Phyllis Diller, “You know what keeps me humble? Mirrors!”  Review Luke 18:13.  
 What do you notice about the tax collector in this story?  
 
 Contrast the two attitudes of the Pharisee and the tax collector and pull out Jesus’ message to the crowd in sharing 
 this story from Luke 18:14.  
 
We compare ourselves – it’s just one of the things we as humans do. Compared to some, we’re pretty good. We struggle so 
much to adopt and keep the attitude of the “sinner” in this story. He doesn’t even consider himself one among sinners – he 
considers himself “the” sinner. He says, “I don’t know what anyone else has done. It’s not my business. All I know is that I’m 
lost.”  
 
 Take a moment to pray through asking God to give you a humble heart that recognizes His Glory and His Mercy in 
 your life. Listen for what He is telling you in response. What is it that He wants you to focus on this week? 
 

The basis of our acceptance is God’s mercy. This word for mercy appears one other time in the New Testament. 
Read Hebrews 2:17. Write it here: 

 



 
Speaking of what Jesus did for us when he died on the cross, the sinner isn’t asking for Jesus to let him off or to lower his 
standards to include him. The sinner says, “Lord, I need atonement for my sins.”  
 
 Yes, we do. We need atonement for our sins. We need to recognize that Jesus came to save us from our sins. He 
 is our merciful and faithful High Priest. He made a sacrifice of Himself to take away our sins. We are accepted, not 
 on the basis of what we do but on the basis of what Jesus did.  
 
Review the following versus from Romans and reflect on what God shows you in these verses: 
 
 Romans 3:23 & Romans 6:23: 
 
 Romans 3:14-16: 
 
 Romans 5: 17-19: 
 
 Romans 8:31-37: 
 
 
 
 

Doing God’s will in NOT a matter of conformity to outward rules, 
but rather, giving expression to inward love. –FF. Bruce. 

 

Prayer Focus 
Father God, forgive us for attempting to be “good enough” to earn Your favor. Forgive us for the times that we forget that 
salvation is delivered to us by Jesus Christ and not through following a plan or religious rules. Our performance does not 
earn acceptance into Your Kingdom. We are changed in Christ. God, teach us to instantly recognize when we begin living 
with Christ as a peripheral part of our lives instead of finding our LIFE in Christ. God, help us to more fully realize our 
acceptance by You through Christ this week. Help us to then apply the mercy that we have been shown to others. Holy 
Spirit, we invite you to work in each of our lives and our church body. Show us where to join You in Your work in our 
community and the world. Thank You for being the One we need. Thank You for giving us abundant life when we find our 
security and promising future in You.  Help others be able to see the strength of Your character in us.  
 
 
Get ready! Beginning on March 24th, our K-6th grade program rolls into effect. That means that the Deeper Journey 
will expand to have a family focus section beginning on that day too. So, look forward to the family connection and 
start planning for setting aside special time as a family to learn and grow together! And, don’t forget to cover the 
start-up of the children’s ministry in prayer  -- prayer for connection, purpose, FUN, and solid teaching.  
 


