
A Deeper Journey 
A Deeper Journey is designed for those who would like a guide that supports self-study and self-reflection related to a teaching topic.  

Message Date: May 5, 2013    Message Title: Look Who is Outside the Bubble 

We continue in our Bubble series this week. In the last sermon recorded by Mathew that Jesus gave, Jesus is trying to get 
through to us about the importance of charity. Read Matthew 25:31-46. We are being told pretty plainly to get up, get out, 
get going, and help people that we don’t know and that we may not even like. We’re not being told to just say “Hello” but to 
help. Visit doesn’t cut it. Jesus uses the word – “episkeptomai” and it does NOT mean “just drop by” or “a drive-by visit.” It 
means “to look into the condition of a person.”  
 
Let’s look at Matthew 25:31-46 a little more closely.  
 
Where is Jesus in this story?  Can we put ourselves in the place of Jesus in this parable? And, if we can, which Jesus? 
Maybe that’s the question we should ask. Jesus is judge, and Jesus is hungry, homeless, and imprisoned. If we put 
ourselves in the place of Jesus the judge, we are making a big mistake. Now, this goes against our grain a little, because 
wouldn’t we all like to be the judge, to say “yes” or “no,” thumbs up or thumbs down, you get the prize or you get the eternal 
punishment? We find Jesus in another place in this parable. He is among us in the last, the least of these, and the lost.  
 
 What do you see Jesus communicating in this parable so far?  
 
 
 
Tony Campolo tells a true story of a Jewish boy who suffered under the Nazis in World War II. He was living in a small 
Polish village when he and all the other Jews of the vicinity were rounded up by Nazi SS troops and sentenced to death. 
This Jewish boy joined his neighbors in digging a shallow ditch for their graves, and then faced the firing squad with his 
parents. Sprayed with machine-gun fire, bodies fell into the ditch and the Nazis covered the crumpled bodies with dirt.  
 
But none of the bullets hit the little boy. He was splattered with the blood of his parents, and when they fell into the ditch, he 
pretended to be dead and fell on top of them. Several hours later, when darkness fell, he clawed his way out of the grave. 
With blood and dirt caked on his little body, he made his way to the nearest house and begged for help. Recognizing him as 
one of the Jewish boys marked for death, he was turned away from house after house as people feared getting into trouble 
with the SS troops.  
 
Then something inside the Jewish boy seemed to guide him to say something that was very strange for a Jew to say. When 
the next family responded to his timid knocking in the still of the night, they hear him cry, “Don’t you recognize me? I am the 
Jesus you say you love.” After a poignant pause, the woman who stood in the doorway swept him into her arms and kissed 
him. From that day on, the members of that family loved and cared for that Jewish boy as though he were one of their own.  
 
“I am the Jesus you say you love.” That little Jewish boy was more correct that you might imagine. When we do good things 
to others, we do good things to God.  
 

How do you see this work in present day? Have you experienced a time when God got your attention in a big way 
to do something you would not ordinarily do?  

 
 
 
The sign of the saved is….. The uncomfortable, disturbing thing about this is that Jesus is clearly saying that the ultimate 
mark of an authentic Christ follower is not his creed, his Bible knowledge, but the concern he shows to those who are in 
need. The practical demonstration of love is the final proof.  



What are your thoughts on this? Do you agree that Jesus holds how we treat others and take care of those in need 
above the knowledge we have? Jesus says that when we see the face of “the least of these,” the hungry, the 
homeless, the sick….we see someone valuable – we see Him.  

 
 
 

Just as we have ever improving measures to help identify counterfeit money – there is a new $100 bill coming out in 
October that is supposed to be harder to counterfeit, Jesus is doing the same thing with people. He gives a litmus 
test for how you can tell who is a real follower and who is fake. Sheep here, goats there. On what basis will Jesus 
make his selection?  
 

 
 
“The sign of the saved is their love for the least.” – Max Lucado.  This passage in Matthew rattles the theology of 
anyone who thinks that all that really matters is what you believe. Believing the right things doesn’t make much difference. 
Jesus separates the sheep from the goats, not on the basis of what they believe, but on how they treat people in need. It 
kind of lines up with what Jesus says in Matthew 7:21 – “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter.” Maybe instead of asking 
people, “are you saved?” we should ask, “Do you genuinely love God and your neighbor, not for your own gain, but out of 
authentic love?”  
 

Would anything change in your own life if you switched questions and ask yourself whether you genuinely love God 
and others in your community who need love?  

 
 
The question is not so much “what happens at the end?” but more like, “What am I supposed to be doing now?”  It’s not so 
much about the pie in the sky but the pie in the here and now. How will my life be different because Jesus is in my life – as 
my King?  Preaching in front of the Ebenezer Baptist congregation he loved, Reverend Martin Luther King told them just two 
months before his untimely funeral how he would like to be remembered. In doing so, he reminds us what it means to have 
Christ as King in your life:  
 

“If Christ is ruler over our lives, then my Nobel Peace Prize is less important than my trying to feed the 
hungry. If Christ is King, then my invitations to the White House are less important than that I visited those 
in prison. If Christ is Lord, then my being TIME Magazine’s ‘Man of the Year’ is less important than that I 
tried to love extravagantly, dangerously, with all my being.” – Martin Luther King 
 
Take a moment and think through and pray through how you want to live. Choose a life with no regrets – choose a 
life of purpose, and live the life you have to the fullest of your ability. What are your top priorities after that time with 
God to reflect on life and how to live it?  

 
 
 
Christianity isn’t about us! It’s about others and Jesus.   Some of us are thinking. Wow. If that’s what it takes to get into 
heaven, I’d better start loving and giving and all that stuff. Loving our neighbor just to get ourselves into heaven isn’t real 
love. It’s selfishness. Doing something nice to Denise so she’ll do something nice to me isn’t love – it’s smart – but it isn’t 
love. It’s selfishness. Jesus is talking about a way of living – and it’s not one that is motivated by our fear or hope of heaven. 
It’s a life driven by authentic love. It’s not about reserving a front row seat in heaven. It’s about bringing Jesus, and therefore 
heaven, to people now.  
 

When you get past your motivation of fear or hope of eternal life and your place in heaven, is there anything that 
excites you or frees you in this passage about how you are able to live now? Do you get excited by the prospect of 
bringing a slice of heaven to people here on earth? If so, what excites you? If not, what other fears do you have?  



 
Being sheep is about following the Shepherd’s lead. Here’s the deal: Jesus is not telling us to do anything He hasn’t already 
done and cannot do through us. Just a few days after this sermon, Jesus was beaten, flogged, tortured, and executed -- for 
us. Being a sheep of the shepherd isn’t about us. It’s not about getting rewards or getting into heaven. It’s about following 
the Shepherd’s lead.  
 

What is God calling you to do in response to what you’ve learned about today?  
 
 
 
Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are his dear children. Love a life filled with love, 
following the example of Christ. He loved us and offered himself as a sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to God. – 
Ephesians 5:1-2 
 

This spring, we have been learning a bit about Rare Breed – an organization that is providing both authentic 
relationship and practical service to the homeless teenage population in our community. Many of our eyes have 
been opened. We have to search no farther than our backdoor for those we can serve and build relationship with. 
Take some time this week to pray over what God is leading you to do – who He is leading you to partner with. Is it 
the Askinosie Chocolate projects where you can help provide meals to children in the Philippines, in Tanzania, and 
in Springfield? Is it giving time to Rare Breed to address teenage homelessness? Is it taking your family to help 
plant a garden with The Kitchen later this month? Or is it something else?  

 
 
 

At The Venues we are a network of relationships rallied around Jesus and 
the restoration He brings. We believe that the love of Jesus compels us to 

intentionally enter the lives of our neighbors so that they  
can experience Him, His grace and His love. 

 
 
Prayer Focus 
God, give us a heart for the hungry, the homeless, and all those who need to experience a slice of heaven on earth. Help us 
to radiate You as we seek to intentionally build relationship and serve those that need to be touched by Your grace and 
love. Teach us to set our selfishness aside so that we might be used more effectively in Your Kingdom work. Open our eyes 
to Your work in our community – show us where and how we can join You there. Guard us against our own attitudes, 
opinions, prejudices, comforts, and schedules and give us such a burning passion to follow You that we set those things 
aside and jump into Your work in our community. Begin showing each of us how we can adjust and change our lifestyles to 
be more in step with Your work and Your heart in our community and in our lives. May we seek to follow fast after our 
Shepherd knowing that in following You we choose abundant life here on earth – lives worth living – things worth doing – 
people worth knowing and serving. Give us Your heart for people! In Your Name – Amen. 
 
 
Family Focus 
This week, the students learned about how Jesus is the LIGHT of the world. They enter into a season of learning the Names 
of Jesus and what those names mean about who Jesus says He is. Today, they learned that Jesus brings light and hope 
into the world and into our lives – just like if we were lost on a dark night and then saw the porch light of a house and had 
hope of finding help. Jesus is our light and hope.  
 
During Library time, the students learned the new Bible verse for May: John 14:6 “Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the 
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” Don’t forget that there is a video each month that can be 



accessed from home through Facebook, YouTube and the Venues website to help aid your child in learning the Bible verse 
for the month. Jump in and join the scripture memory fun at any time!  
   
In the service station today, the students got to hear Linda Schieber’s testimony and how she uses the gifts God has given 
her to help others. They also got to hear about an exciting event coming later this month where whole families can come 
together and help to work in the garden of The Kitchen to help provide food for our community. Ask your child what he or 
she remembers about how we are going to help. (Hint – ask about worms and rain barrels and what we are going to collect 
coins for).  MAY 18th is our gardening day – mark your calendars! 
 
WE ARE COLLECTING COINS this month to help with supplies for our gardening project– we are competing, boys against 
girls. Whoever brings in the most change, will get to pick an adult to dump a bucket of worms on during our gardening day! 
 
The kids are also excited because they are getting to learn how to lead group time during their Family Room station. Don’t 
be surprised if your children come home ready to lead the family in small group family time. Wow!  


