
I Will Own My Own Stuff

Psalm 32:1-5

What is your favorite cologne for yourself?

What is your favorite cologne for a guy?

What is your favorite cologne for a gal?

1. There is more than one way to stink.  Psalm 32:1-2
 What comes to your mind when you read the word “blessed”?

What is the source of “blessedness” in the psalm?

Let’s play “Name that sin!”  


“transgression” rebellious, defiant, shake off the sign 


If Jesus is the catcher, flashing the sign to you, the pitcher, what pitch is he telling  you to 
throw?  


Don’t be afraid.


Don’t worry.


Love one another.


Forgive those who hurt you.


Be pure in your thinking.


Be selfless in your living.


Think about things that are true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, praiseworthy.


_________________


“sin” I missed the target.


If the target is a life like Jesus (1 John 2:6), in what way are you missing the target?


What character trait of Jesus would you really like to hit? See Galatians 5:22-23


“iniquity”  I am warped and crooked.   Deep down I’m selfish.  

2. There is more than one way to respond to stink. Psalm 32:3-5
a. Repress it.  
In what ways have you seen people repress the stink?

How does that usually turn out?  Psalm 32:3-4

b. Confess it.  Psalm 32:5
The New Testament word for “confession” literally means “to say the same thing” or “to agree.”

What does God say to which you need to say the same thing?

“God, I agree with you that...”

For example, check out: John 15:15; Ephesians 1:1; Colossians 1:14; Philippians 3:20; 1 Corinthians 6:19; Romans 8:31-32, 38-39

What makes an apology work?  What makes it not work?

Denzel Washington’s character in “Flight, ” Captain Whitaker,  moves from repressing to confessing his alcoholism.  

Speaking to a group of fellow inmates about his testimony at the hearing investigating the crash, he says: 

“That was it. I was finished. I was done. It was as if I had reached my lifelong limit of lies. I could not tell one more lie. And maybe I'm a sucker. Because if I had told just one more lie, I could've walked away from all that mess and kept my wings, kept my false sense of pride. And more importantly, I could've avoided being locked up in here with all you nice folks for the last thirteen months. But I'm here. And I'll be here for at least the next four or five years. And that's fair. I betrayed the public trust. I did. That's how the judge explained it to me. I had betrayed the public trust. The FAA, they took away my pilot's license. And that's fair. My chances of ever flying again are slim to none. And I accept that. I've had a lot of time to think about it, all of it. I've been doing some writing. I wrote letters to each of the families that had lost loved ones. Some of them were able to hear my apology. Some of them never will. I also apologized to all the people that tried to help me along the way, but I couldn't or wouldn't listen. People like my wife, you know. My ex-wife and, uh, my son. And again, like I said, you know, some of them will never forgive me. Some of them will. But at least I'm sober. I thank God for that. I'm grateful for that. And this is gonna sound real stupid coming from a man who's locked up in prison, but for the first time in my life, I'm free.”

What line speaks the most to you?

God doesn’t just cover our stink. He carries it away.  John 1:29

When grace moves in...guilt moves out.  
How has the message of God’s grace been driven home to you?

How has that grace spilled over into your other relationships?

How do you see yourself differently?

