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Louis Armstrong’s “What a Wonderful World” was 
written to be a “glimmer of hope in a world of        
despair” - a song “dreaming of a better day.”   
 
From what you know about the sixties, how do the lyrics 
of the song speak to those times? 
 

I see trees of green, red roses, too, 
I see them bloom, for me and you 

And I think to myself 
What a wonderful world. 

I see skies of blue, and clouds of white, 
The bright blessed day, the dark sacred night 

And I think to myself 
What a wonderful world. 

The colors of the rainbow, so pretty in the sky, 
Are also on the faces of people going by. 

I see friends shaking hands, sayin', "How do you do?" 
They're really sayin', "I love you." 

Take a look at Matthew 11:28-30.  
How do Jesus’ words speak to the times in which he 
lived? 
What was making the people so tired?  See Matthew 
23:4 
Borrowing the “Seeing” theme from “What a Wonderful 
World,” what does Matthew 11:28-30 tell us about 
Jesus’ vision?  
 
Has religion made you tired?  
 
Paul caught the vision of Jesus and passed it on to the 
churches.  False teachers didn’t “see” it.  They saw a  
different path.   
 
What do you think about Paul’s language in  
Philippians 3:2? 
 
1.  Paul sees freedom. Legalists see bondage.   
Galatians 5:1 
In what ways is a “rule-based” religion like slavery? 
 
 
 
 



2.   Paul sees love.  Legalists see rules.   
Galatians 5:13b-14 
What do you think about the statement, “Laws are for 
people who don’t have love? 
How does the “law of love” (James 2:8, Romans 13:8) 
eliminate the need for other laws? 
 
3.  Paul sees Spirit.  Legalists see the flesh.   
Galatians 5:16-18   
What kind of “flesh” do you have? - What does your 
flesh do to meet needs of acceptance, worth, value and 
love? 
 Pink Slime?   
 Performance? 
 Religious? 
 
How is the “flesh” used by legalism to meet a person’s 
needs of acceptance, worth, value, love? 
 
4.  Paul sees fruit.  Legalists see works.   
Galatians 5:19-21 
What is the significance in Paul’s use of “fruit” to 
describe the Holy Spirit and “works” to describe the 
flesh? 
 
Contrast “fruit” and “works.” 
 
How hard does an apple (or whatever fruit you like) 
have to work to get on the tree? 
 
What application do we make to the task of bearing the 
fruit of Galatians 5:22-23? 
 
5.  Paul thinks to himself...what a wonderful world it 
would be when there is: 
 
Love:   
How would you define love? 
When in your life have you felt the most loved? 
 
How would your life be different if you lived in love? 
 
Joy: 
How would you define joy? 
When in your life have you felt the most joy? 
How does the presence of joy negate the need for laws? 
 
Peace: 
What stresses you out? 
How do you respond to people when stressed? 
 
Patience: 
What damage has been done due to lack of patience? 
 
How do you respond when you’re short on patience? 
 
How’s the fruit in your life? 
What fruit is missing? 


