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What TV family (drama, sitcom) describes your 
home life growing up?  Your home life now? 
 
What resources have guided you in the world of 
family? 
 
1.  What kind of parent am I?  What kind of 

parent did we have?   
Tough questions:  Care to answer? 
 
Read Haggai 1:5,  Matthew 7:5  
What do you see during the examination? 
 
“It's a funny thing about mothers and fathers. 
Even when their own child is the most disgusting 
little blister you could ever imagine, they still 
think that he or she is wonderful. 
It's a funny thing about mothers and fathers. 
Even when their own child is the most disgusting 
little blister you could ever imagine, they still 
think that he or she is wonderful.” 
 
Most parents are like this.  But Matilda’s aren’t.  
They’re just the opposite.  How about us? 
 
2.  Be the parent your kids dream about.   
Speaking of Matilda’s love for books, the narrator 
says,  “These books gave Matilda a hopeful and 
comforting message,  “You are not alone.” Some 
times Matilda longed for a friend, someone like 
the kind, courageous people in her books.  It 
occurred to her that, like talking dragons and 
princesses with hair long enough to climb, such 
people might exist only in storybooks.   
 
Read Psalm 68:5   
Who fulfilled the parent role in your life? 
Who gave you value, respect, encouragement while 
growing up?  Who “blessed” you by treating you 
special? 
 
Are your kids finding you to be that person? 
 
 
 



3. Embrace the diversity.   
“ Everyone is born, but not everyone is born the 
same. Some will grow to be butchers, or bakers, or 
candlestick makers. Some will only be really good 
at making Jell-O salad. One way or another, 
though, every human being is unique, for better or 
for worse. “ 
 
How different were you from your siblings? 
How different are your kids from one another? 
 
How are you doing in letting your kids be 
themselves instead of cloned images of yourself? 
Did you feel pressure from your parents to follow a 
different path than the one you picked? 
 
4. Treat your kids as the valuable people they 

are.   
 
Read Genesis 27:38. 
Whose blessing or approval is most important to 
you?   
 
Read Luke 4:21-22   
What strategies for “blessing” our kids can we 
learn from this account? 
 
5. Discipline? Help!   
Principal Trunchbull, “My school is a model of 
discipline.  Use the rod. Beat the child.” 
 
What discipline was used on you growing up? 
How about you with your kids? 
 
Read Proverbs 13:24, Proverbs 23:13-14; Proverbs 
10:13; Proverbs 20:30.  
Reaction?  
What is your view of spanking? 
How should we respond to these Biblical 
injunctions?  
 
6. Things can be different.   
 
Miss Honey, Matilda’s teachers tells Matilda,  
“You were born into a family that doesn’t 
always appreciate you, but one day things are 
gonna be very different." 
 
How do you want to be a different parent to your 
kids that your parents were to you? 
How do you want to parent in the future differently 
than you have parented in the past? 
 


