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Vincent van Gogh experienced severe rejection in 
his life.   
How about you? When you hear the word 
“rejection” what experience comes to your mind? 
 
 
Vincent van Gogh wasn’t much recognized for 
greatness until after his death.   
How important is it to you to be recognized for 
the work you do?  What form of recognition 
means the most to you?   
 
 
Luke 4:18 is the verse on which van Gogh based 
his ministry.   
Do you have a Bible verse or “saying” that 
serves to motivate you? 
 
 
 Vincent van Gogh was pretty hurt by the church, 
school and his dad.   
What has been a source of deep pain in your life? 
 
 
Van Gogh said, “To follow what Jesus taught 
mankind will be the purpose of my life.” 
What teaching of Jesus drives you? What 
teaching would you most like to follow? 
 
 
Van Gogh washed his hands of the church, saying 
that Jesus was no longer in it. “Oh, I am no friend 
of the present Christianity, though its founder 
was sublime."   
What is your biggest concern with, or gripe with, 
institutional Christianity? 
 
 
 
 
 



Van Gogh also said,  "When all sounds cease in 
the church, when all sounds cease from the 
preachers, God's voice is still heard. God does 
not remain silent but now he is speaking through 
the stars." 
 
Besides church and religious places, where do 
you hear and see God? 
 
 
One of the points learned from van Gogh is that 
True Religion is motivated by love, not fear.  
James 1:26 
 
How have you seen religion use fear as a way to 
motivate? 
 
 
Read Isaiah 1:13,17. If this is “true” religion how 
are you doing? 
 
 
Van Gogh said, "	  Even	  in	  that	  deep	  misery	  I felt 
my energy revive and I said to myself, in spite of 
everything, I shall rise again. I will take up my 
pencil, which I had forsaken in discouragement, 
and I will go on with my drawing. From that 
moment everything has seemed transformed for 
me." 
 
Van Gogh lost his traditional position of service 
as a pastor, but found a new way to serve God – 
through his art.   
How do you determine where and in what 
capacity to “serve” God? 
 The need? 
 Your own passion, interests? 
 Pressure from someone? 
 
 
Van Gogh served God through his art. What 
would be your “art”? 
 
 
If you haven’t already done so, will you take the 
“volunteer” survey on The Venue’s website? 
Thanks!!! 

 


