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I’m Right, You’re Wrong 
 
Do you think people are more or less divided today than in the past?  
 
A Nov 2016 Gallup poll found that 77% of Americans think the country is more divided.  

 

Are we wired for division? We identify with tribes, just like our ancestors did. One tribe against another. Us vs. 

Them. Examples of Tribes: Family, church, work, race, gender, socioeconomic class, politics. What else?  

 

What are your tribes?  

What is your favorite sports team and it’s rival? Us vs them… 
Do you use an apple or android phone?  
How do you feel about the opposite political party? Other religions? Is there any tension there? Did your body 
just tense up?  
 
Studies in conformity by psychologists Solomon Asch and Stanley Milgram reveal that we are more concerned 

about what the people around us believe rather than what is actually true.  

 

How has your family and your church informed your views of the world? Is there anything you believed as a kid 
just because that’s what you were taught, but no longer hold those same beliefs?  
 
Read Proverbs 14:15 

The Jesus story is a 2,000 year old story about Groupthink. A group of people are convinced they have the right 

view of God and the scriptures, and when Jesus comes on the scene and challenges their thinking, he’s killed for 

it.  

 

Read Matthew 7:12-14 

Based on verse 12, what did Jesus mean by, “the narrow gate?” Was he referring to how difficult it is for people 
to live that way?  
 
Read Romans 12:2 

What does it look like for your mind to be like Christ’s? How would it look different than it does now?  
How should we treat people from other tribes based on Matthew 7:12?  
 
What do you do when you come across someone from another political or religious tribe? How do you respond?  
 
1. Expand the tribe.  

Read Galatians 3:28 

According to Paul, what should our tribes look like? What would our world look like if we lived out this verse? 
How can we view others as part of God’s tribe of people made in His image?  
 
2. Eat Humble Pie 

Read Proverbs 11:2  Is it possible you may be wrong in your thinking, or not know the whole story?  
 
3. Shut up and listen. 

Read Proverbs 12:15 and James 1:19.  



Following Jesus’ words in Matthew 7, how can that guide our discussions with people of opposite tribes? What 
groups do you have a hard time understanding? How can you reach out to them this week with the sole purpose 
of listening, loving, and understanding, rather than changing them or sharing your own view?  
 
Prayer of St. Francis - 13th Century 
 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; 

where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; 

and where there is sadness, joy. 

 

O Divine Master, 

grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 

to be understood, as to understand; 

to be loved, as to love; 

for it is in giving that we receive, 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

and it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life. 

Amen. 


