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What does the title, “Is the Bible True?” do to you?  
Make you mad!?  “Phillip, how dare you even ask 
such a question!!”,  Make you a bit uncomfortable? 
Make you think? 
 
1. What makes something true? 

	  
What’s your answer to the above question? 

 
Are there different kinds of truth? 
 
2. Can parts of the Bible be true whether they 
are facts or not? 

 
Is there a difference between “truth” and “fact”? 

 
Why do you think it is so important for some 
Christians to try to prove that the Bible is factually 
accurate about everything? 

 
Read Genesis 1:1-2:3. 

 
Which of the following views best expresses your 
understanding of Genesis 1-2?   

 
Ken Ham, the President of “Answers in Genesis”, 
“The real purpose is to say the Bible’s true and it’s 
history.  Genesis is true.”   

 
Al Mohler, President of Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, “A direct reading of the text 
would indicate to us seven 24-hour days, six 24-
hour days of creative activity and a final day of 
divine rest. “ 

 
Tim Keller, pastor of  Redeemer Presbyterian 
Church, New York City, “I think Genesis 1 has the 
earmarks of poetry and is therefore a ‘song’ about 
the event.”   

 
What concepts of a poem or song are true while not 
“factual”? 

 
The statement was made that,  “The writers of 
Genesis weren’t concerned about history but 
theology.”  The example used was the creation of 
the sun.   
 



What theological message is Genesis 
communicating to the sun worshippers of the 
Ancient Near East? 
 
Read the following accounts of the Passover: 
Matthew Matthew 26:17-20; Mark 14:12-17; Luke 
22:7-15. 
Now, compare the above passages with John 19:14-
16 
The first three Gospels agree with one another that 
the Last Supper was the Passover meal after which 
Jesus was taken prisoner and condemned to death.  
In the Gospel of John, this last meal takes place 
over chapters 13-17 and is prior to the   Passover 
(John 18:28).   John has Jesus being crucified 
before the Passover (John 19:14), on the night that 
the Passover lamb was slaughtered.   

 
Why do you think there is a difference in the “fact” 
of the time of Jesus’ crucifixion? 
What does that difference do to your confidence in 
the story of the crucifixion? 

 
The statement was made,  “The author (John) is 
making a theological point, not a scientific or 
historical one.”   

 
Read John 1:29 and John 20:30-31 
What theological point was John trying to make in 
his account? 

 
To what extent is your faith based on the factual 
history of the Bible as opposed to the message of 
the Bible? 

 
3. Do some Christians and some Atheists read 
the Bible same way? 

	  
What way is that? 

 
Does the reliability of the Bible depend on its 
“factual” accuracy? 

 
Is it possible that both groups have wrong 
expectations of what the Bible should do and 
deliver?   

 
What do you think the Bible should do and deliver? 

 
We talked about “math truth” and “poem truth”.   
What’s the difference?  Is one more “truthy” than 
the other? 

 
What kind of truth is the Bible? 

 
What will you do with the truth of the Bible? 


