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Have you ever seen someone discriminated against or treated differently because of some physical, mental, religious, 
racial sexual difference?  How did you respond?  Why do some people choose not to take a stand against discrimination? 
 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that.  Hate cannot drive out 
hate; only love can do that.”  Do you agree or disagree with that statement? How can love drive out hate? 
 
The church in Corinth was in a crisis due to the class distinctions and partisanship of the culture.  How do the following 
verses address the issue of one group feeling superior to another group? 1 Corinthians 13; 1 Corinthians 8:1; 1 
Corinthians 4:7; 1 Corinthians 12:14-21 
 
Dr. King said the following about the commissioners of Montgomery AL, “To our most bitter opponents, we say, ‘Do to 
us what you will and we will continue to love you…Throw us in jail and we shall love you.  Send your hooded 
perpetrators of violence into our community at the midnight hour and beat us and leave us half dead, and we shall love 
you…We shall so appeal to your heart and conscience that we shall win you in the process, and our victory will be a 
double victory.’”  
 
Be honest, what do you think about Dr. King’s approach?  How effective is it really?   
 
Dr. King based his non-violent resistance on Matthew 5:39. 
 
How is that verse usually interpreted?   
 
The culture of the New Testament day was built on class distinctions.   
 
Jesus was referring to how a Roman soldier would treat an Israelite.  In that culture the Romans were considered superior 
to the Jews.  When an Israelites was hit on the right cheek by a Roman soldier, it was a backhanded slap with the Roman 
soldier’s right hand to the Israelite’s right cheek.  It was not meant to hurt but to humiliate.  If the Roman soldier respected 
you, he would give you a right cross to your left cheek.   
 
 Knowing that custom, what do you think Jesus was telling his audience when he said, “Turn your other cheek”?   

How does that custom change the typical way we interpret that verse? 
What role does respect play in how we interact with people?   

 
Dr. King appealed to his opponents to respect African Americans.  Jackie Robinson expressed the problem this way, “I’m 
not concerned with your liking or disliking me…All I ask is that you respect me as a human being.” 
 
 How have we disrespected people who are different than we? 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 13:6 from different versions.  What are the differences?   
Some versions use the word “evil.”  Some use the word “injustice.”  The Greek word is Adikia - the Goddess of Injustice.   
 
 Why does love not like injustice? 
 
More Greek:  The word for “truth” is aletheia, which means to expose, or uncover.  
Knowing these Greek words, translate (interpret) this verse. 
What do you think about how women have exposed, uncovered, the injustices of men in the last few months? What is our 
role in uncovering or exposes injustices in our culture? 


