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What is your greatest memory of your grandfather? 
 
Read Genesis 9:18-25 
 

If you were teaching a lesson on this passage, what would the lesson be? 
 

What questions from this story come to your mind? 
 
How do you think Canaan felt about his grandfather putting a curse on him when he didn’t do anything 
wrong?   

 
Read Numbers 21:2-3; Deuteronomy 20:10-17; Joshua 6:17, 21 
 

What connection can you make between the curse on Canaan and the nation of Israel’s treatment the 
Canaanites?   
 
How has Israel’s treatment of the Canaanites influenced other events of history?   

 
This story has been used since the 17th century to justify black slavery and racism. It has been taught that God 
ordained Ham’s descendants to be marked with dark skin and to be slaves.   
 

Why do people use the Bible to justify and rationalize horrible behavior?   
 
What does this say about the purpose and use of the Bible? 

 
Father Richard Rohr said this about reading the Bible, “Put in the hands of egocentric, unloving, or power-
hungry people or those who have never learned how to read spiritually inspired literature, it is almost always a 
disaster.” 
 

What do you think about Father Rohr’s view of Bible reading? 	
 
How can we read the Bible in a way that does not lead to acts of atrocities? 

 
Read the following passages and discuss how to best develop an ethical, loving lifestyle.  What do these verses 
say about the role of Scripture?  The role of the Spirit? 
 
 Galatians 5:16-17 
 Matthew 9:13; 12:7 
 Luke 11:42 
 John 5:39-42 
 
How does the life of Jesus help us move beyond racism and prejudice? 
“The ultimate tragedy is not the oppression and cruelty by the bad people but the silence over that by the good 
people.”  Martin Luther King Jr 

 


