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When it comes to Christmas songs are you more: 
____Scrooge - “Bah-Humbug!” 
____Buddy the Elf - ”The best way to spread Christmas cheer is singing loud for all to hear.”   
 
The lyricist of “O Holy Night” is Placide Cappeau, a wine merchant and atheist.  Yes, the writer of one of the 
most spiritually powerful songs - not just Christmas songs - was an avowed atheist.  The guy who wrote the 
music for the song is Adolphe Charles Adams - a Jewish man.    
 
 What lesson does that teach us?   
 
When the church discovered the beliefs of the song’s writers, they banned “O Holy Night” from their playlist.   
What do you think about banning things like this song?  Books? Etc? 
 
Read these lyrics in “O Holy Night.” 
…Long lay the world in sin and error pining. 
Til He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 
 
How does the appearance of Jesus increase people’s sense of worth? 
 
 What examples of this do we see in the stories of Jesus?  In the Christmas story? 
 
 Read Luke 13:10-17.  In a culture where women found their spiritual identity only in relationship to 
their father or husband, what did Jesus call her to make her “soul feel its worth”?   
 
How have Christians done in following the example of Jesus in this area?   
 
Now read these lyrics: 
Truly He taught us  
To love one another; 
His law is love and 
His gospel is peace. 
Chains shall He break 
For the slave is our brother 
And in Hs name  
All oppression shall cease…”   
 
What stands out to you in these lyrics?  Why does that strike a chord in you? 
What do you see as the primary teaching Jesus?  What Scripture helps you to understand that?  
The song declares, “And in his name all oppression shall cease.”   
What is your initial response to that line? 



How has Christianity done with that? 
Why is it that Jesus did so much to stop oppression but His followers have done so much to oppress? 
 
The song tells us to “proclaim his power and glory evermore.” 

 What is there about Jesus’ “power and glory” that we are to proclaim? 
Experience the Presence:  Jesus’ power is power to love.   


