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Were you ever in a Christmas play? What part did you play? 
 
 Three times in Luke 2:1-20, the word manger is mentioned - Luke 2:7, 12, 16. 
 
 What is a manger? 
 What is the significance of Jesus being placed in a manger?   
 How was a manger a sign to the shepherds?   
 
Christianity teaches that the baby in the manger was God in the flesh.  The theological word is “incarnation” - “in the 
flesh.”   
 
C.S. Lewis said, “The greatest miracle of Christianity is not the resurrection but the incarnation.” 
Do you agree or disagree?   
Is the incarnation hard for you to wrap your head and arms around?   
 
 That God was in a box - a feed trough - says something about God.   What does it say? 
 
Baylor University discovered in a survey that ⅓ of Americans believe in an “authoritarian” God who is ready to throw the 
thunderbolt of judgment down on the “unfaithful or ungodly.”   
 
 What does “God as a baby” do to that view? 
 
St. Augustine said, “Let these words fall from your lips down into your heart:  When God is a child, there’s joy in our 
song.  The lasts shall be first and the weak shall be strong, and none shall be afraid.”   
 
 Which part of Augustine’s statement resonates with you? 

How does “God as a baby” differ than “God with a thunderbolt?”   
 Why has a “God to be feared” picture taken such a hold on the perception people have of God? 
 
Read Isaiah 9:2-6   
 How does Isaiah describe the effects of the “dawning light” (vs. 3-5)? 
 How is this prophecy fulfilled in Jesus? 
 How does Jesus describe Himself in Matthew 11:28-29?   
 
Read John 20:21 
 How did the Father send the Son?   
 What does that say about what Jesus expects of us in this verse?  
 
How has Christmas changed your view of and relationship with God? 


