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What experience of meanness or rudeness have you personally had? 
Why do you think rudeness is associated with a lack of love?  See 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
 
The teaching mentions rude customers, rude drivers, rude sports parents.  Have you seen any more? 
 
Samuel Johnson (1709 -1784) observed, “When once the forms of civility are violated, there remains little hope of return 
to kindness or decency.”  
 
 Do you agree or disagree with Johnson?   Let’s discuss how we can prove Johnson wrong. 
 
Read Hebrews 12:14, 1 Corinthians 12:31 and 1 Corinthians 14:1 
 
 What action are we challenged to take? 
 What does chasing something say about that thing we are chasing? 
 
Let’s catch kindness and civility by: 
 

1. Feeling the Divine Gaze. St Gertrude the Great (1256-1302), wrote that “God is looking at us with loving-
kindness.”   

 
 Imagine God is looking at you.  How does He feel about you?  What do you think he is thinking about   
 you? 
 Read1 John 4:7-8. What does this passage say about God?  About people? 
 
 Read Matthew 17:1-5 
  Do all parts of the Bible have equal weight?  Carry the same authority? 
  What do Moses and Elijah represent?  See Luke 16:16 
  What is the symbolism of Peter wanting to build an equal place for all three characters? 
  What is God saying when he told the disciples to “Listen to Jesus”? 
  What do we do if the teaching of Jesus contradicts the teaching of Moses (law) or Elijah    
  (prophets)?  See Deuteronomy 23:3-6 and Matthew 5:43-44). 
 
 What picture of God do we see in Jesus? 
 

2. See yourself as made in the image of God.    
  If God is love, what are you?   
  Can you love others if you don’t love yourself?  See Mark 12:31 
 

3. Let’s love others by: 
a. Having empathy.  What does empathy mean for you?  How does empathy create civility? 
b. Listening to others.  What has been your experience of listening to someone who is different that you?  

Different race. Different religion.  Different political positions? Different_________? 
  Instead of slamming people on social media with whom we disagree, what would it be like to   
  listen to them over a cup of coffee?  

c. Being teachable.  What’s the difference between learning about someone and learning from 
someone?  How does that contribute to civility? 

 
Civility has a lot to do with how we see:  How we see God.  Ourselves.  Others.   
Apollo 17, December 7, 1972, gave us the first photo from space in which the Earth is in full view. What lessons on 
humanity do we learn from this photo? 


