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What does civility mean to you?     
Have you personally experienced incivility? (while driving, shopping, at work, online, school, church…?) 
 
75% of Americans agree with the statement, “Incivility in America has risen to crisis levels.   
 Do you agree or disagree? 
 
The tendency is for all of us to point fingers.  But, we may be part of the problem! We may be the rude ones! 
 
The Christianity community in Corinth had a rudeness problem as well.  The heart of the problem is described in 1 
Corinthians 1:10-12.   
 
 List the problems you find in these verses.   
 
The church was made up of diverse people with diverse views, diverse incomes, diverse status in the culture. 
This diversity led to divisions.  
 
Divisions were resolved by 1 Corinthians 12:31.     
 What is the better way of 1 Corinthians 12:31? 
 
Read carefully Paul’s description of love in 1 Corinthians 13.   
 What about this chapter stands out to you? 
 
  Based on 1 Cor. 13, what place should we give love in our lives? 
 
The characteristic of love that specifically relates to “civility” is “Love is not rude.” 
 
The Greek word translated “rude” is a-schemoneo.  We get our word “scheme” from it.  In the Greek world, it meant “the 
shape of something” So with the prefix “a” the word means “not in shape, out of shape.”   
 
Paul’s concern is not that our bodies are out of shape, but that our behavior is out of shape - that our behavior before 
others is “unbecoming.” 
 
 What are the most common rude behaviors in our culture?   
 
 How does the presence and practice of love solve the civility problem? 
 
The Vision for The Venues is “A world where every life is driven by love.”  
 
 What would our world look like if we were all driven by the love of 1 Corinthians 13? 
 
  
 What do you think of this definition of religion?  “My religion is very simple.  My religion is kindness.”   
  Dalai Lama 
 
 Paul writes to Titus to tell the people to “speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to   
 show perfect courtesy toward all people” (Titus 3:2).   
 
 How will your life look different this week if you followed the above advice? 


