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What is your typical St. Patrick’s Day celebration? 
 
1.   Wear some green and orange. 
 
The wearing of green is an America tradition and centers on leprechauns.  A more important symbol involves the colors 
Green, Orange and White, the colors of Ireland’s flag.  
 
Check out the Irish flag on Google.  Notice the placement of the colors.   
Green symbolizes Catholicism.  Orange symbolizes Protestantism.  What do you suppose the white symbolizes? 
 
The flag was introduced by Thomas Meager in 1848 with these words: “The white in the center signifies a lasting truce 
between the Orange and the Green, and I trust that beneath its folds, the hands of the Irish Protestant and the Irish Catholic 
may be clasped in generous and heroic brotherhood.” 
 
Why do you suppose there have been such tensions and even wars between the two religious perspectives? 
 
Read Ephesians 2:14 and Colossians 3:11 and look for words that describe the “truce” that is available to us.   
 
Paul mentions different groups that come together.  What groups need to come together in our day? 
 
2.   Have a Guinness or purified water.   
 
Worthless Trivia:  More than 13 million glasses of Guinness are drunk around the world on March 17.  That’s twice the 
amount of Guinness guzzled on an average day.   
 
In the 18th century, Guinness Beer was the solution to Ireland’s “Flint” problem - contaminated water.  People were dying 
from drinking the water.  So, they turned to gin.  Gin turned the community into a drunken, poverty-stricken, crime-ridden 
mess.  It was Guinness to the rescue.  Lower in alcohol, safe, due to the brewing process that purified the water, nutritious 
and tasty.  Monks, Protestants brewed beer, but none so well as Arthur Guinness.   
 
Arthur was not just a great brewmaster, he was a socially conscious Christ-follower.   

He: 
*Was Influenced by John Wesley 
*Made beer for the glory of God 
*Founded the first Sunday School in Ireland. 
*Paid wages 10-20% higher than the Irish average 
*Provided medical and dental care for employees and their families, to retirees and widows of employees. 
*Provided educational opportunities for employees 
*Championed the rights of Roman Catholics 
*Fought for the abolition of dueling 
*Provided housing for the “laboring poor” 
*Provided medical care to the poor.  
*Provided his employees with two pints of dark stout a day  
 
Guinness followed this principle set forth by John Wesley: “We must exhort Christians to gain all they can, to save all they 
can; that is in effect to grow rich, to give all he can to those in need.”   
 
How does this principle fit with 1 Timothy 6:17-19?  What ideas in these verses really pop out to you?   
 
3.   Kiss a Blarney Stone 



 
Kissing the Blarney Stone and Blarney Castle is supposed to make you an eloquent speaker. 
 
Read Colossians 4:6 and identify what Paul says will make us eloquent speakers. 
 
4.   Observe Lent. 
  
St. Patrick’s Day is the halfway point of Lent and is a traditionally a “day off.”   
What we’re giving up is bitterness.  We’re taking up forgiveness. 
 
5.   Forgive someone who hurt you.  

  
That’s what Patrick did.  That’s why we celebrate him and party so hard. We are celebrating forgiveness.   
 
Patrick, born in England, was kidnapped and thrown into slavery by the Irish!   After 6 years, he escaped.  Instead of 
wallowing in hate and bitterness, he chose love and forgiveness, and returned to Ireland to live with and love the very people 
who enslaved him.   
 
How important is forgiveness in Christianity?  Read Matthew 18:21-22; Luke 6:37; Mark 11:25; Luke 6:37 
 
Today, let’s consider Patrick’s legacy and ask ourselves, “Who should we choose to forgive?”



 


