
 

Go Deep 
Shoot Christians Say 

Love the Sinner, Hate the Sin 
4.8.18 

 

What has been your worst experience in a restaurant, hotel, store?  In a church? 
 

Today’s phrase is “Love the Sinner, Hate the Sin.”   
 

What is your first, gut reaction to the phrase?  What is the good and the bad of the phrase? 
 

Read Luke 18:9-14 
 

How would people in Jesus’ day view the two characters in this story?   
 

How much of the Pharisee and the tax collector do you see in yourself?  Put a percentage for each:  “I 
see myself as _____% Pharisee and _____% tax collector.    

 

How does saying today’s phrase reflect our sense of self-righteousness and feeling of superiority? 
 

Read John 8:2-11 
 

Look again at verse 5.  Notice the phrase: “a woman like this.”   
How do you think being referred to as “a person like this” or “one of those people” made her feel? 
What labels have been slapped on your head?   

What labels have you slapped on other’s heads?  Respond to this statement by linguist Benjamin Whorf, 

“The words we use to describe what we see aren’t just idle placeholders - they actually determine what 
we see.”  

 

How have you seen this statement play out?  How do labels we give to people shape how we see them?   
 

Jesus spent a lot of times with “sinners.”  Yet, Jesus never said to them, nor does he tell us to say to them, “I 
love you, but I hate your sin.”   
 

What do we learn from that fact?  
The only time Jesus demonstrated a hatred of sin was when the sin was committed by religious leaders.   

Check out Matthew 23:13;  Mark 12:40;  Mathew 21:12-13;  Luke 17:2; Mark 10:14 
 

Read Matthew 7:1-4 
What is Jesus calling for?  No judgment? Self-judgment?  Fair judgment?  Divine judgment?  Other? 

 

What kind of aim do you have when target practicing? 
  

Read 1 Corinthians 14:1 in different versions, including the Revised Standard Version.                
What does Paul say is the bullseye?   

 

How does Paul’s instruction help with understanding, “Love the sinner, hate the sin.”? 
What is our responsibility according to Proverbs 31:8-9? 

 

What do you think about Mark Lowry’s application of the phrase? “How about you hate your sin, I’ll hate my sin 
and let’s just love each other.” 


