
 
Go Deep 

The Heat is On Series 
“Thanks Dad” 
June 19, 2016 

 
What is your favorite memory of your father? 
 
What makes a good father? 
 
What makes a bad father? 
 
A 1920s era Father’s Day card had these words, “…here’s hoping no one asks you to drive the car or go 
to church.” 
Why are men resistant to church? 
 
1.    It’s about honor.   
Take a look at Exodus 20:12 and think and talk about “honor.” 
What does the word mean?  How can you honor a parent who is not honorable? 
 
The Hebrew word for “honor” means “to give weight to something.” How does that definition help 
understand how to honor parents? 
 
Read Matthew 10:34-37; Matthew 23:9; Matthew 12:50.   
What message do you hear from Jesus? 
‘ 
Reach Luke 2:41-49 
How would you describe Jesus’ response to his parents - honoring or not? 
 
What clue from Jesus’ behavior do we get on how to honor our parents? 
 
2.  It’s about healing.   
 
How common is the need for healing in parent/child relationships? 
 
What is your story about the need for healing? 
 
Dave Simmons, in his story about being estranged from his dad, says this: “Knowing about my father’s 
upbringing not only made me more sympathetic for him, but it helped me see that, under the 
circumstances, he might have done much worse.  But by the time he died, I can honestly say we were 
friends.” 
 
What lessons about “bridge building” do we learn from Simmons’ statement? 
 
Read these verses and talk about how they apply to Simmons’ statement: 
Psalm 13:13-14;  Matthew 9:36; Matthew 7:12; 1 Peter 3:8 
 
Can your group help you in building bridges? 
 



3.  It’s about heaven.  
Read Romans 8:14 and Acts 17:28 
How do these verses help if there are “father problems?” 
 
Read Psalm 68:5 and 82:3 
What do these verse say is God’s attitude toward the fatherless? 
 
 
In light of 1 Corinthians 4:15-16, what can we do to represent God as it relates to the fatherless?  
 


