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What did you do to celebrate the 4th? 
 

1. Is	  America	  a	  Christian	  nation?	  
 
What are the criteria for making that 
determination? 
 How does Matthew 7:16 help answer the 
question? 
 

2. Was	  America	  a	  Christian	  nation?	  
 
The Puritans saw themselves as the new Israel 
coming to the Promised Land. 
 
John Winthrop, Governor of Massachusetts Bay 
Colony said, “Thus stands the cause between God 
and us. We are entered into a Covenant with him 
for this work…” 
 
See Deuteronomy 7:6 
 
Does God select a single nation to be His chosen 
one? 
See Romans 3:29-30; 10:12-13; Colossians 3:12; 1 
Peter 1:1-2 
 
Not everyone agreed with the “We are the new 
Israel” identity. 
Roger Williams, “The State of the land of 
Israel…is no pattern nor precedent for any 
Kingdom or civil state in the world to follow.” 
 
What would be the parallels between them and 
Israel? 
Read Deuteronomy 7:1-6; Joshua 6:21 
 
How did these verses serve as examples for 
America’s newcomers? 
 
Roger Williams broke ranks with the Puritans due 
to his view of religious liberty.   
He went so far as to say, “Forced worship stinks in 
the nostrils of God.” 
 



Why do you think the U.S. Constitution doesn’t 
contain any mention of God? 
Why did the writers say “no religious test shall 
ever be required as a qualification to any office or 
public trust under the United States”? 
 
How would you answer the question, “Was 
America a Christian nation?” 
 

3. Do	  we	  want	  America	  to	  be	  a	  Christian	  
nation?	  	  

 
What do people really want when they say they 
want a Christian nation? 
 
If being a Christian is to “be like Christ” or be a 
“little Christ,” then what would a Christian nation 
look like? 
 
Read Luke 4:16-21; Matthew 11:2-5; Matthew 5:9; 
Matthew 5:44 
 
Think of the words of Nadine Collier, daughter of 
Ethel Lance who was shot by Dylann Roof, “You 
took something very precious from me.  I will never 
get to talk to her again. I will never be able to hold 
her again, but I forgive you, and you.”   
 
Would you describe her response as Christian or 
non-Christian? 
 
How does your answer weigh on your answer to 
the third question, “Do we want America to be a 
Christian nation?” 
 
Who does Jesus say is the light of the world (John 
8:12; Matthew 5:14)? 
 
What will you do this week to shine the light this 
week? 
 


