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What is the closest you have come to experiencing 
a flood?   
What do you find most amazing about this story? 
How do you think this story of mass killing and 
destruction became a favorite children’s story? 
 

1. What’s	  going	  on	  with	  this	  story?	  
 
What questions do you have about this story?   
 
 Compare Gen. 6:19-20 with Gen. 7:2-3.   

Did this event really happen?  Did it 
happen  the way the Bible describes? 

What about 42,000 animals on the boat? 
How’d they get there?  How’d they get back 

 home?  
 

John Walton, PhD, writes that there are 4 options 
as to the extent of the flood: 

1. Global	  –	  Water	  covered	  the	  entire	  
planet	  to	  the	  height	  of	  the	  highest	  
mountain.	  

2. The	  known	  world.	  	  As	  known	  by	  the	  
people	  living	  at	  that	  time.	  

3. Regional.	  The	  area	  of	  the	  Tigris-‐
Euphrates	  valley,	  the	  Mediterranean	  
Basin,	  the	  Black	  Sea.	  

4. Local.	  	  The	  flood	  wiped	  out	  several	  
towns	  along	  the	  river.	  

 
Does it surprise you that there are options? 
Which option do you believe is the correct one? 
 

2. What	  does	  the	  story	  say	  about	  God?	  	  
 
Other communities (Babylonians, Sumerians etc.) 
had flood stories that were 500-1000 years earlier 
than Israel’s. These stories share similarities with 
Israel’s story – destruction, boats, animals.  One 
big difference:  the attitude of their god.   
 
Describe God’s attitude based on Genesis 6:6 
What reason is given for God’s attitude?  Genesis 
6:11-12 



What do you think about God using violence to 
teach against violence? 
 
Read Genesis 9:11-14.  The Hebrew word for 
“bow” is most often used to describe a warrior’s 
bow.  What symbolism does that add to the 
rainbow? 
 

3. What	  does	  it	  say	  about	  us?	  
 
What evidence do you see of our culture’s 
obsession with violence? 
 
Read Genesis 6:9 
What words are used to describe Noah? 
 
The word “righteous” means “God’s ideal,” “What 
God really wants.”  The word means to do “right” 
to others.   
 
How do we measure up to Noah? 
 
Read Ephesians 4:29-5:2 
What words or phrases are used to describe the 
kind of person God wants us to be? 
 
These words describe what we can be in Christ.  
Let’s go be that! 


