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How does the “tithing topic” make you feel? 

Uncomfortable? Ok? Here we go again? 
 

1. What is tithing? 
 

Instead of one tithe, there were three tithes 
imposed on Israel.  Read Numbers 18:21, 
Deuteronomy 14:22, and Deuteronomy 14:29. 
 

What strikes you about the purpose of these 
tithes? 
 

Instead of 10%, the three tithes add up to be 
around 23%.  
 

The Old Testament tithe served two purposes: 
1. The tithe was a tax.   

What implications does calling the tithe a tax 
have on your understanding of it? 
 

2. The tithe was like a bike with training 
wheels.   

What implications does the tithe as training 
wheels have on your understanding of it? 
What is the tithe training us to do? 

Read Leviticus 27:30 and Exodus 23:19 

What spiritual lessons do these verse teach about 
the tithe? 
 

Read Malachi 3:8-11. 
This passage is a favorite among preachers! 
Out of the passage, a system of thinking has 
been developed: 

1. Tithing is commanded by God. 
2. Therefore, Christians should give 10% of 

their income to their “storehouse” (the 
church you attend). 

3. God promises to bless those who tithe. 
4. Failing to tithe is disobedient to God, 

robs Him of His due, shows you don’t 
trust Him to provide for your needs, and 
brings a curse.   

 

What have you heard from preachers about this 
passage in Malachi? 



What do you think about these words from Ed 
Young? 

“You either bring the 10% to the house and 
the other 90% is blessed, or you play God 
and say, “I’m going to do with the money 
what I want to do and live under a 
curse…You wonder why your marriage is 
stoned.  You wonder why your kid’s future is 
stoned.  You wonder shy your career is 
stoned. You wonder why you can’t get your 
head above water.   You wonder why you 
don’t have joy.  You wonder why you can’t 
deal with your grief.  You wonder.  It’s all 
about the money!” 

 

How would you describe this approach to 
giving? This view of money? 
 

2.  Why do churches teach tithing? 
 

3. Do we teach tithing?   
 
Why would we not teach tithing? 

Read Romans 7:14; John 1:27, Roman 10:4, 
Hebrews 8:13 

What do these verses say about the law? 
 

Read 2 Corinthians 8:7 

What would be an alternative to tithing? 

In what area should we excel? 

What are the differences between forced giving 
(tithe) and grace giving? 

 
4. Why should I give? 

 

How would you answer that question? 
 

Here are some answers given Sunday morning: 
a.  Giving is a way to partner with God. 
b.  Giving is a way to reflect God. 
c.  Giving is a way to live – really live. 
Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 
What words are used to describe how we are to 
give? 
Do those words describe your experience? 
 

Read Luke 6:38  
What is the general principle stated here?  How 
will you apply that principle this week? 


