
A Deeper Journey 
A Deeper Journey is designed for those who would like a guide that supports self-study and self-reflection related to a teaching topic.  

Message Date: April 28, 2013    Message Title: Who’s In and Who’s Out: Us Versus Them 

Last week, we started in The Bubble Series. Now, it brings us face to face with the question: What does it mean to be 
God’s people in the world?  
 
Maybe we should withdraw?  You know, get in a bubble. It’s a dangerous, evil world. We’d better withdraw so we won’t be 
corrupted by our culture. This approach was pioneered some 1500 years ago by a man named Simon Stylites. Simon was 
so determined to separate himself from the ungodly society in which he was living that he built a stone tower – a pillar, 40 
feet high. On top of that pillar, he built a small, wooden platform. He climbed up the tower and announced that he was going 
to live there. People came from miles around to see this holy man who had found a way to be in the world without being of 
the world. Some actually followed his example and built towers for themselves. Most of them went crazy and didn’t last very 
long, but Simon was determined not to be polluted by the world. So he lived on that platform, separate from the world below, 
for 30 years. Some people today continue to seek for extreme ways to withdraw.  
 
 What have you done or seen others do in order to withdraw from our culture and be protected from its influence?  
 
 
 
You’ve heard – Hear no evil. See no evil. Do no evil. If you’re not exposed to bad things, you won’t do bad things. We 
base this on this verse from 1 Thessalonians 5:22 – “No matter what form evil takes, abstain from it.” This is THE Bubble 
verse – telling us that to really follow God, we need to be sealed off from any people, places, or activities that any onlooker 
might raise an eyebrow over. 
  

Read the chapter of 1 Thessalonians 5 and write down all of your observations about the context of this verse and 
chapter: 

 
 
 
Maybe we should declare war. Instead of retreat, let’s attack. This is war! We’ve seen the war. Maybe we’ve been soldiers 
in the war. This whole war theme in Christianity goes back to 312 with Constantine, Emperor of Rome. History tells us that 
he had a vision – a cross – with this inscription: “Conquer by this.” What did these three words mean? “Terrorize by this?” 
“Force conversion by this?” “Kill by this?” Because that’s exactly what Constantine’s soldiers did. Within 70 years 
Christianity became the official religion, and the first recorded instance of Christians killing non-Christians occurred shortly 
thereafter. The church extended its power by conquering lands and people through Europe, “winning” people to Christ. 
Constantine’s sword carried the cross. “Through the sword we will expand the kingdom of God.” “Are you a Christian? No? 
Do you want to be a Christian? No? Whack!!! How about you?” 
 
Augustine was the first theologian to connect the church with the use of the sword, and it happened against a fellow 
Christian group – the Donatists who taught that the church and state should be separate. Augustine taught that God had 
given the church the power of the sword to be used for “the glory of God.” This led to the Inquisition and the Crusades. “If 
you don’t believe exactly like we believe, we’ll put you on the rack.” So, it’s no surprise that 70% of non-Christians aged 16-
25 say Christians are “insensitive to others.” 
 

How has this ancient history shaped Christianity today? What attitudes, phrases of speech and underlying 
principles continue to be present based on this historical influence in the church?  

 
 



 
Maybe we should be like Jesus. Mark 4:35.  (As evening came, Jesus said to the disciples, “Let’s cross to the other side of 
the lake.”) When Jesus said this the disciples were like, “Whoa!”  Jesus is not talking about geography. The other side of the 
lake was the region of Decapolis, the “ten cities.” This is enemy territory. Pagans lived there. Pagan temples. Pagan 
practices. Everything Israel was not. Get this, the pig, the most unclean animal in Israel, was regarded as sacred and used 
in worship on the other side. The Jews saw the other side as the place where Satan lived. Evil, oppressive, demonic. No 
one would go to the other side on purpose!  
 
In the Old Testament, God told Israel to drive out the 7 nations of Canaan. This is where the descendants of those nations 
lived. The enemy. The “others.” Oh, it was also the center of Roman power. It housed a legion of 6000 Roman soldiers. The 
symbol of this particular Roman legion? You guessed it: A boar’s head. So Jesus suggested, “Let’s go to the other side.” 
Doesn’t He know that that is the other side? It’s like he thought that side was His side. He belonged to that side. Or that side 
belonged to Him?  While there, Jesus healed a demon possessed man and sent the demons into a herd of – guess what? 
Pigs. The people were a bit freaked out by Jesus. A little scared. Kept their distance. Jesus then went back to the other side 
(Mark 5:21). A short time later, Jesus returned to Decapolis (Mark 6:53). This time, they rolled out the red carpet because 
they recognized Jesus.  
 

Read the chapter of Mark 6, focusing most of verses 54-56. In Mark 6, Jesus fed a crowd on Israel’s side of the 
lake. 12 baskets of food were left over – maybe for the 12 tribes of Israel. In Mark 8, Jesus does it again – on the 
other side of the lake – this time 7 baskets of food were left over. “Good news is coming to the 12 tribes. Good 
news is coming for the 7 nations of Canaan too. 12 tribes. 7 nations. I love them all. I love this side. I love the other 
side.”  Review these stories and write down what you believe Jesus was communicating by his actions and words: 

 
 
 
We can learn from history:  April 15th is the day Jackie Robinson made his major league debut at first base for the Brooklyn 
Dodgers. 1947. Here is the backstory:  Years before there was a Jackie Robinson playing for the Dodgers, the University of 
Michigan baseball team traveled to South Bend, Indiana, to play Notre Dame in a series of games. They were checking into 
the hotel in the days before credit cards, computers, and faxes. The coach would introduce each player as he came to the 
desk and they would sign in. When his catcher approached and was introduced, the clerk drew back the book and said, “We 
don’t register Negroes in this hotel.”  
 
The coach stood there, stunned. He said, “Well now, this is the University of Michigan baseball team, and we are here as 
guests of Notre Dame University.”  The clerk replied, “I don’t care if it’s the University of Michigan football and baseball 
teams, we do not register Negroes at this hotel.”  By now, all business in the lobby had come to a halt. Everybody was 
waiting to see what would happen next. The coach asked if the young man could stay in his hotel room so he wouldn’t have 
to officially register. The clerk thought for a moment and decided that would be alright.  
 
When the coach got up to the room, he found this young man sitting on the bed and sobbing. He was pulling at the skin on 
his hands. Here was a young man who had been raised in the upper peninsula of Michigan and who had never experienced 
racial prejudice. He looked up at the coach and said, “It’s my skin coach, it’s my skin. If I could just tear it off, I’d be like 
everybody else underneath.” 
 
The coach vowed on that day that he would do something to address this injustice. Years later, as the General Manager of 
the Dodgers, he did just that.  
 
 What does it mean to be Jesus in our world?  
 
 
We have a choice. Conquer by the sword – It’s us against them or follow Jesus.  
 



Review Jesus’s authority in John 13:3. What did Jesus do with all that power? He got up from the table, took off his 
outer robe, tied a towel around himself, poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciple’s feet. Jesus says 
to all who will hear that he would rule not by a sword, but by a towel! How will this influence your actions this week?  

 
 
 

Christ followers are those who see the injustices of the world, are affected 
by them, and do something about it. Christ followers see, feel, and act in a 

hurting, hurtful, and sometimes hate-filled world. 
 
 
Prayer Focus 
God, show us how to be like Jesus in our culture and this world. Show us what it means to put on a towel and serve others 
– connect to them instead of picking up a sword and insensitivity to conquer others. Help our view of “winning” others to 
Christ be a win-win situation where we are transparent so that others can see the light of Jesus in us, not where we are 
dominant and know all the answers that they need to submit to. Help us learn from history. Give us knowledge and 
information that will shed light on the things that influence us – inside and outside of the church – so that we can discern 
how to follow fast after you and not religion or tradition. God, forgive us when we have been insensitive. Forgive us when we 
have been cruel. Forgive us when our harsh attitudes and actions have wounded others. Help us to use your Word as a 
sword to defend and stand the ground in our own lives and hearts that You have won through Truth – not to attack those 
You hold dear. May we continue to grow in our knowledge of how to delight in Your presence, how to rest in Your victory 
over this world, and how to glorify You in how we live each day. Once You give us insight and knowledge, God, give us the 
courage to apply what we know. In Your Name, Amen.    
 
 
 
Family Focus 
This week, the students discussed Jesus’s humanness. They discussed times when he was happy, sad, when he cried 
because his friend Lazarus died. They talked about when He was thirsty and hungry. They talked about how Jesus had 
friends and that some of the closest people to him were the disciples. They talked about how Jesus treated His friends –how 
he washed their feet and spent time with them. Today was all about Jesus’s humanness.  
 
During Library time, the students got to show off their scripture memorization skills for this month by saying Psalm 119:105 
for reward! Don’t forget that there is a video each month that can be accessed from home through Facebook and the 
Venues website to help aid your child in learning the Bible verse for the month. Jump in and join the scripture memory fun at 
any time!  
   
We are so excited to jump into a season of studying what we know about Jesus over the next couple of months. We will 
learn many of the Names of Jesus and what they mean to us as His followers. We have been boasting to the children that 
Jesus was the coolest man to ever walk the planet and now they will get to find out why! Join us in praying over this time of 
learning for the children. Pray over their hearts and that lessons will be presented in creative ways that connect their hearts 
with Truth. Pray that the opportunities that they have to serve others and learn a heart of service will grow their 
understanding of God’s love for us and how we can link arms with others to share God’s love. And, pray that the verses they 
memorize will be deeply written on their hearts and that they will learn to trust and depend on what God teaches them 
through His Word.  
 
Thank you for partnering with us in person and in prayer! May your efforts be richly rewarded! 


