
A Deeper Journey
A Deeper Journey is designed for those who would like a guide that supports self-study and self-reflection related to a teaching topic. 

Message Date: February 10, 2013  Message Title: Jesus: Living on the Edge

Phillip spent this first inaugural Sunday at The Venues reviewing how Jesus began his ministry in preparation for 
understanding the mission and heart of where this new church – The Venues is headed starting today. 

Optional Ice Breaker Questions:
Do you remember what was said by the speaker at your graduation ceremony?
What do you like best about the hometown where you grew up?
When was a time that you have been rejected?
 

Review Luke 4: 14-30.  What jumps out at you in this passage?

Jesus begins his ministry with a scandalous inaugural sermon. Luke 4:15-17 
 

Jesus is tearing it up in Galilee with amazing teaching and healing. This guy is awesome.  The way he says it and what he 
says – simply amazing.  No surprise that the synagogue invited Jesus to teach.  But, as we will see, the sermon didn’t get a 
warm reception. 

Who was Jesus’s audience during this inaugural sermon? (Luke 4:15-16) 

 

Jesus gives us a radical agenda.  Luke 4:18-21; Isaiah 61:1-2
Radical:  “Departing markedly from the usual or customary; extreme”

 
Jesus gives good news to the spiritually poor. Blessed are the poor in spirit and all that.  And Jesus unlocks the prison to 
those who are captured by sin.  Gives sight to the those who are blind to the truth. Once I was blind but now I see.   Sets 
free those who are oppressed and harassed by temptation.  All true.  Jesus’ agenda is a radical spiritual agenda.  But that is 
not all it is.  Jesus takes Isaiah 61 literally.  He doesn’t just understand this as a way to talk about spiritual problems.  

This is where Jesus states His ministry’s agenda – His spiritual and His social agenda. What do you think when you 
read this agenda? What was Jesus focused on?

 

Jesus gives us both a spiritual agenda and a social agenda.  They go together.  It’s not just what happens on the inside of 
us.  It’s what we do on the outside.   Why do we give to the poor, why do we reach out to the disenfranchised? Suburban 
guilt? No.  He’s in us.  His life is our life.  His agenda is our agenda.  To not care for the poor, the oppressed, the vulnerable 
is to deny the Jesus we claim to follow. 

How does this apply to The Venues? What are we here to do? What is God calling YOU to be a part of in this 
community? How do we collectively act as the Hands and Feet of Jesus in Southwest Missouri? 

Now, look more closely by comparing Luke 4: 18-19 and Isaiah 61:1-2 (the passage Jesus is quoting here).  What 
differences do you see in the two?  Why did Jesus not quote Isaiah “accurately”?  Did Jesus just mess up and not get it 
right?  Did Jesus intentionally leave something out?  If so, why do you think he did that?



Who are the four groups of people mentioned here?  
 

What do they all have in common?  
 

What do you think about the spiritual and social aspects of Jesus’ agenda?
 
Why do you think Jesus stresses that the poor, the captive, the blind and the oppressed will be the focus of his 
ministry?  What does this say to people who feel that the purpose of Christians is to “save souls” and not worry 
about social needs?
 

What can we do to carry on Jesus’ agenda?
 
Verse 19 is a quote that refers to Leviticus 25:10, which describes the Year of Jubilee, an every-50-year festival of 
freedom, worship and economic justice.  What do you think the “year of the Lord’s favor” is that Jesus is going to 
proclaim?  How can we live out the “year of Jubilee” today?
 

Jesus demonstrates a radical inclusion.  Luke 4:22-27

He tells them two stories from their history.   "You remember Elijah? He was the greatest of all our prophets.   And there 
was a famine in the land of Israel for 3 and 1/2 years.  Crops withered. The soil cracked. Not a drop of rain for years. And 
there were a lot of widows in the land of Israel in the time of Elijah. But remember where he went? God sent Elijah to a 
Gentile woman in Sidon."

 
“Let me tell you another story," Jesus said. "Remember Elisha? He followed Elijah, and whatever spirit Elijah had, well, 
Elisha was given a double dose. He was a powerful man. And in his time, there were a lot of people with leprosy in Israel. 
They were sick and covered with sores. But Elisha didn't heal any of them. Instead he was sent to Na'aman, a Gentile army 
commander in Syria. And he healed the Gentile; he didn't heal any of the Jews."
 
When the people heard this they went berserk. They lost it.  What are you thinking?  Why did you even go there?  Of all the 
great stories you could have told about Elijah and Elisha you picked these? Stories about Gentiles?  They started putting it 
all together.  Jesus was telling them that God loves everybody, particularly those beyond their tight, exclusive circle.  What 
is the heart of this point to this audience? What is the significance of his point here? 

 

The kingdom is not about us.  Do you see in verse 22 that Jesus went to Capernaum before he went to Nazareth.  So 
what? The “what” is that Capernaum was in Gentile territory.  Not Jewish.  “Hey Jesus, how about doing something for us?  
You need to be more about us.  You need to be with us. How about us?” We like church to be about us.  We like it to be 
about our preferences, our perceived morality, our doing the right thing.  But Jesus says, “The kingdom is not about you.”  
 

It’s easy to make the Kingdom focus on us – on our lives, our comfort, our belief, our agenda. Read verse 23.  In 
what way do we demonstrate the “church is about me,” “Jesus, you should be about us” attitude?

 

In verses 25-27, Jesus is referring to two Old Testament stories (1 Kings 17:1-34 and 2 Kings 5:1-14).   Look 
closely at the two people who receive ministry: the widow and the commander.  What do they have in common?  
 
Does this give you a clue as to why the hometown crowd got so mad?  
 



How does Jesus’ emphasis on love for all apply to you? What does it say about the priorities by which his people 
should operate?

 

Jesus makes both exclusive and inclusive claims.  Jesus offends some people with his exclusive claims like “I am the 
Messiah.  I am the Truth.  I am the Bread.”  Some people are bothered by those claims.  Some are good with them.  In fact, 
most church people say, “Give me more of that.”  Church people mostly have problems with inclusive claims of Jesus.  We 
get hung up when Jesus says, “I welcome you into the kingdom.  No strings attached.  Just as you are.”  If we’re good with 
that, if we love people like that, then we’ll be perceived as not being serious about truth.  The charge against Jesus again 
and again was that he was not serious about truth because he was hanging out with the fringe. He was accused of being a 
drunk, messed up, liberal.  Jesus doesn’t try to explain.  He doesn’t write a blog.  He says, “These people are my friends.  
So deal with it.”  That’s liable to get you thrown off a cliff in some circles.  

Think of someone you have seen boldly step out of their comfort zone to accept others “just as they are.” What 
does that look like? Where is God calling you to open your heart to radically love someone? 

 

Who will we let sit by us?  Who will we not let sit by us?  Who can participate in this church?  The answer is the third verse 
of the hymn we sang this morning:
 
“Just as I am, though tossed about. With many a conflict, many a doubt.  Fightings within and fears without, O 
Lamb of God I come. I come.”
 
Living on the edge may get you pushed off.  Luke 4: 28-30
The religious people in Jesus’s home town became so angry with His radical inclusion for all people and His agenda that 
they mobbed Him and forced Him to the edge of the hill on which the town was built. They intended to push Him over the 
cliff. 

There is often a cost to loving others in a radical way. There is often a sacrifice of time, of comfort, of social status, 
of leisure pursuit, etc. to follow fast after Jesus’s agenda. As we embark on the adventure of this church: How will 
we begin?  How will we do church?
 

Here’s how: 
We will follow Jesus’ agenda. Spiritual and social.
We are willing to be perceived as relaxed about the truth because we’re radical about love.  
We are willing to live on the edge.  

 
How can you follow Jesus’s agenda as you understand it?

 

How much are you willing to risk in order to be radical in your love for people? 
 
Prayer Focus
Father God, we collectively ask You to reveal Your specific agenda in each of our individual lives as well as for the Venues 
– a gathering of people seeking to follow You, to serve You, to be Your hands and feet in our community. Show us where 
you would have us step out of our comfort zones to follow You this week. Teach us what it means to deny ourselves and our 
agendas and adopt Your radical Love and Your heart for people. Teach us how to set aside our wants and what others think 
of us and focus on what You are calling us to be. God, we come before You as a messy people. We do not have life figured 
out, but we come before You asking You to give us the heart of Jesus. Teach us to love others. Teach us to live fully. Teach 
us to seek more of You each day. 
 


