
A Deeper Journey 
A Deeper Journey is designed for those who would like a guide that supports self-study and self-reflection related to a teaching topic.  

Message Date: May 12, 2013    Message Title: Popping Bubbles with Jesus 

Take a minute and answer the following questions: 
1. In a nutshell, what is your view of women?  
2. Are women equal to men? If so, in all ways? If not, how are they unequal? 
3. Do you feel you value women?  
4. Do you feel you value people of other color, cultures and values, even those who are very different than your 

own?  
5. Do you listen and have open minded discussions with people who believe differently than you? Or do you 

tolerate their discussion in an attempt to gain the right to show them the truth? 
 
We continue in our Bubble series this week. There are some famous walls in history, such as the Berlin Wall and the Great 
Wall of China. Some of those walls had to come down. This week in our bubble series, we are walking with Jesus and we 
learn that popping bubbles sometimes requires busting walls. We will find that we often become so comfortable with our 
walls that we don’t even realize our walls are oppressing others. Today, we will look a bit closer at some of those issues 
with the prayer that we begin to see through the perspective that Jesus has instead of through cultural and traditional 
religious norms.  
 
Read John chapter 4. Pay close attention to how Jesus responds and what He does (His actions) in this passage because 
we are getting ready to pick it apart so we can better understand what He is communicating here.  
 
Jesus intentionally busts walls (John 4: 1-4). There are a couple of really interesting issues in these first four verses. 
First, did you notice that Jesus did not baptize – his disciples did the baptizing. How interesting. Why do you think Jesus 
never personally baptized anyone and why do you think that responsibility was given to his disciples?  
 
Second, in verse 3-4 it says: “So he left Judea and returned to Galilee. He had to go through Samaria on the way.” This 
doesn’t at first hit us as significant, but to the person living in that area, near that period of time, this was very significant. He 
went through Samaria. Jews didn’t go through Samaria. If they were traveling from Judea to Galilee, they went out of their 
way to cross the Jordan River and travel around Samaria and then cross back over the Jordan River to enter Galilee. They 
purposefully never set foot in Samaria. Jews felt Samaritans were unclean and they did not drink from the same wells or use 
the same cups as Samaritans. They set themselves apart and remained segregated from Samaritans. So, the very fact that 
Jesus chose to travel through Samaria instead of going around was significant.  

Jesus addresses three types of walls that He intends to bust down in this chapter: racial walls, religious walls, and 
gender walls – read the chapter again looking for evidence of how he is targeting those three walls:  

 Racial Walls: 
 
 
 Religious Walls:  
 
 
 Gender Walls:  
 
 
Jesus specifically targeted the racial prejudice and attitude between the Jews and the Samaritans. Do you see any modern 
day equivalents in racial relationships in our culture that need to be addressed? Think hard, for it is likely that if you think we 
have already addressed all racial inequality in our country and our culture, you may be more racist than you’d like to believe. 
 



 
Jesus specifically targeted the religious walls that existed between the Jews and Samaritans. He erased the things that 
separated them in worship and highlighted bringing them together through Himself. What form does religious persecution 
take in our culture and in our world today?  
 
 
Jesus specifically engaged in conversation with a Samaritan WOMAN at the well. She was the wrong race, the wrong 
religion, and the wrong gender. Jesus’ disciples were shocked that He talked to her! Let’s take a little closer look at why they 
were so shocked. In those days, women were property and didn’t have rights. They were not seen as relevant or equal. For 
example, review the following statements made by Jewish theologians from the third century BC to 300 AD whose job it was 
to interpret the Torah: 
 “And you shall teach your sons and not your daughters.” 

“Rather the words of the Torah be burned than entrusted to a woman. Anyone who teaches his daughter Torah 
teaches her lewdness.” 

 “Let a curse come upon the man who must needs have his wife or children say grace for him….” 
 “Speak not much with a woman.” (the word used for woman here can be translated to mean “your wife”) 

“Who speaks much with a woman draws down misfortune on himself, neglects the words of the law, and finally 
earns hell.” 

 
Torah interpretation by ancient Jewish theologians held to beliefs that it was appropriate only to teach sons, not daughters – 
learning should not be entrusted to a woman. Jewish leaders did not allow women to pray for men – even their husbands. It 
was viewed to make men weaker. Men were encouraged to speak minimally with a woman and not to hold council or get 
advice from a woman. Even the Jewish temples were designed to keep women in their place and separate from men. The 
“Court of Israel” was the men’s worship center and communicated that only the men were considered part of Israel. The 
women’s worship area was situated 5 steps lower than the men’s and was separated farther from the altar.  
 
In the ancient Greco-Roman world, there was a huge shortage of women – about 140 men for every 100 women. What 
happened to all the women? They were left to die when they were born the wrong sex. An ancient Greek Poet, Posidippus 
said, “Everyone raises a son even if he is poor but exposes a daughter even if he is rich.” By “exposes” he is referring to the 
practice of taking the new born baby girl out to the desert and leaving her exposed to the elements -- exposed to the heat, 
the insects, the wild animals. Bottom line: In culture, women were devalued. In Christ, women were valued.  

Find another scripture passage or verse that you feel highlights how God values life in a way that the culture of that 
time did not.  
 
Find another passage that highlights how God values women in a way that the culture of that time did not. 
 

 
 
Let’s look at another passage that highlights Jesus’ view toward women. Read Luke 10: 38-42. Mary and Martha. Most 
pastors will teach on this passage by highlighting that Mary took time to listen to Jesus and her actions showed her devotion 
where Martha went on with her work. However, there is more to this story!  

N.T. Wright, “Devotion is undoubtedly part of the importance of the story, but far more obvious to any first-
century reader, and to many readers in Turkey, the Middle East, and many other parts of the world to this 
day, would be the fact that Mary was sitting at Jesus’ feet within the male part of the house rather than 
being kept in the back rooms with the other women.”  
 

You know, when you’ve got a bunch of people at someone’s house – men often gather around the TV or the grill and the 
women gather in the kitchen. For a woman to leave the kitchen and join the men around the grill in that culture – I don’t think 
so! Mary came to the grill. Jesus smiled. Martha did what the culture valued in women – cleaned and cooked. Mary did what 
the culture valued in men – became a disciple. Jesus said Mary got it right. Women were among Jesus’ disciples. They 
learned and then they led. Half of the households Paul mentions that formed the infrastructure for the early church are 
headed by women. In a letter to emperor Vespasian with whom he was a good friend, Pliny (23-79 AD) said, “I judged it 



(Christianity) all the more necessary to find out what truth was by torturing two female slaves who were called 
deaconesses.” What? A lady deacon?  Is it possible that churches today haven’t caught up with Jesus? What do you think?  
 
 
Bottom line: In culture women lost their identity. In Christ, women found their identity.  Do you believe that remains 
true today?  
 
 
 
In ancient times, women pretty much got their identity from one of two sources:  

1. Men. In Jesus’ day, women were property. Laws about women were largely laws about property. That’s what we 
even see in the Old Testament. In our world, if your car is damaged, compensation goes to you because you are 
the owner. In the ancient world, if a woman was violated, compensation went to her husband or father – not her. 
The owner got the compensation. We’ve carried that perspective into our day. “Give one’s hand in marriage.” A wife 
was given into “hand” of her husband – he got control of her. Sometimes, the wife was given “without hand” – 
meaning her father retained control. Oh, and that name change that comes with marriage – taking the husband’s 
last name? Same thing.  

2. Children. Mother’s Day sermon notes – “Moms are amazing. They are like human unicorns: special, beautiful, 
smelling of lavender and jasmine, deserving of our gratitude and our complete affection and pedicures. Mothers, 
please stand up so that we can shower you with applause and roses.” Father’s Day sermon notes – “Dads, what 
are you doing? Seriously! Get your act together! It’s time to put down your iPhones and serve your family with your 
heart and your soul. Cowboy up already!”  

One is a Hallmark movie and the other is an episode of Scared Straight. Not everyone is smiling on 
Mother’s Day. There is a silent, mostly forgotten group of people consisting of neighbors, co-workers, 
friends, and family members. Here’s the secret: Mother’s Day is a terrible time for them. In the ancient 
world, the highest calling was to bear children. In fact, not having children was seen as a curse from God. 
(Exodus 23:20-26; Duet. 7:12-15) 
 
Have you hear the line: “Motherhood is a woman’s highest calling”? We have to ask ourselves – Really? Is 
that a Jesus truth or a Christian Bubble truth? One day Jesus was teaching and someone complimented 
Jesus’ mom with these words: “Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you.” (Luke 11:27) 
We would expect a polite reply like, “Thank you. Yeah, my mom’s the best ever. She’s a virgin, you know.” 
Instead, look at Jesus’ response: “On the contrary, blessed are those who hear the word of God and 
observe it.”   
 
Whoa – Disrespect! Flag on that play!  
 
For Jesus, the highest calling of a woman was no longer to bear a child. Motherhood, like fatherhood, is 
great – noble. But it’s not the ultimate calling. If you don’t have kids, you haven’t missed out. You’re not less 
than whole. Not on Jesus’ call: A Christian woman’s highest calling is not motherhood; a 
Christian woman’s highest calling is to follow Christ. Following Christ is something a woman 
can do whether she’s married or single, rich or poor, childless or Michelle Dugger.  
 
Jesus treated women, who were treated by others as Nothing, like Something. He treated them with dignity 
and respect. Considering most, if not all the rabbis, the Pharisees, the Romans, the laws and the customs 
were united in their horrible treatment of women, Jesus really stands out. How about us? Do we stand out 
in our unique respect of women? Do we stand out as following Christ’s example in the way we talk about 
women? In the way we relate to women? In the way we view women? Do we stand out from our culture 
and stand with Christ?  

 
 



It’s easy to say, “That’s not me. I don’t disrespect women like those people.” Geena Davis responded to a recent disrespect 
of women during the Oscars by saying, “It’s a shame that triumph was enveloped in an awards ceremony containing 
disrespect for women. But it helps illustrate how tone-deaf we can still be regarding the status of women.”  I wonder if we 
are tone deaf? Unequal pay for equal work, saexist, derogatory jokes, put-downs, controlling attitudes, always finding fault, 
never letting a woman win an argument….. 
 
What walls do you need to address in your life? Are you on the side of the oppressor or the oppressed? What is Jesus 
saying to you? What are your thoughts on the subject?  
 
 
 
 

At The Venues we are a network of relationships rallied around Jesus and 
the restoration He brings. We believe that the love of Jesus compels us to 

intentionally enter the lives of our neighbors so that they  
can experience Him, His grace and His love. 

 
 
Prayer Focus 
Wow, Jesus! You stand out completely in how you view women – how you value women. You open our eyes to how we fall 
into cultural, religious, and personal prejudices toward others way too often instead of looking at the walls that you busted 
here on earth by your radical treatment of those that were devalued. You value us. You make it clear that the cultural, racial, 
religious, and gender norms are not yours. Give us your perspective, God. Give us your eyes to see others. Give us the 
courage to stand out in a crowd as one who values life, who values people, and who follows hard after You. Give us a gut-
check on our attitudes, words, and postures toward others in our lives. Give us a huge dose of your perspective and Your 
attitude this week! 
 
Family Focus 
Thank you, Dads! Our Moms were honored this week to have a total week OFF and sit and listen to Phillip’s teaching while 
our Dads carried the entire Children’s Ministry (well, we might add) on their shoulders. The children enjoyed a morning 
focused on learning about Jesus and valuing those who take care of them.  Pray with us this week over those who have lost 
their mothers that they might feel loved in a HUGE way this week by a special someone.  
 
Plan to join us this Saturday for our family day at the community Garden, planting and maintaining the garden for the 
Kitchen, Inc. For more details, check The Venues website or our page on Facebook – see you there!  
 
The Children’s Ministry is gearing up for summer and making sure that all those who volunteer are able to take all the family 
time and vacation that they need this summer – so that means we can use some extra volunteers! If you or someone you 
know is willing to give time this summer, please contact Holly Hime at HollyHime@hotmail.com  Thank you! 


